Policy for Moderation of the Foundation Stage Profile in Kent

Assessment, recording and reporting in the Foundation Stage are based the aims and principles of the Foundation Stage Curriculum which should be established in the practice of all Kent schools.

Aims: Assessment, recording and reporting in the Foundation Stage: 

help children to:

· recognise and celebrate a wide range of achievement

· identify strengths and areas for re-inforcement and development

help teachers to:

· be aware of children’s achievements and to guide future learning

· evaluate the effectiveness of teaching strategies and to provide further opportunities through curriculum planning

help parents to:

· to celebrate their child’s achievements

· give support with areas for development

Principles of assessing children’s learning: to be able to assess children’s learning it is important that:

· the routine is established to provide time when different types of learning take place. The teaching strategies of child initiated learning and teacher directed and initiated learning should be in the routine each day

· the environment is prepared inside and outside to stimulate and inspire learning and allow children to access resources independently and pursue their own interests

Assessments are made through:

· Focused observations of approximately 3-6 minutes either of a child or of an area of the curriculum. The practitioner notes what is seen and heard

· “Catch as you can” observations note significant incidental learning

· Teacher participation observations through interaction and conversations 

· Parent information

· Samples of work

· During teacher directed activity noting achievement against

learning intentions

Recording: It is necessary for all practitioners, including teachers and teaching assistants, working in the Foundation Stage to allow time each day to reflect on observations and assessments to: 

· consider the new information and what it tells them about the learner

· make judgements about significant new learning

· log a brief statement, onto the recording system which is dated and cross referenced to the observation and any annotated photographs or examples of work 

Informing Planning: The judgements from observational assessments and assessment against learning intentions during teacher directed and initiated work will inform next steps for learning and will become part of the planning. It is often possible to provide for a small group of children with the same need.  

THE ASSESSMENT CYCLE
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Summative Assessment

The Kent Record of Transfer: For the end of the first year of the Foundation Stage and at the time when a child transfers to another setting, practitioners are asked to complete the Kent Record of Transfer (available form the Kent EYDCP). This gives an overview of the child’s achievements at the time of completion. The document is designed to be shared with parents and to be used as a basis for planning at the beginning of the reception year.

The Foundation Stage Profile: Is the summative assessment tool used throughout the reception year which is the final year of the Foundation Stage. Assessments should be logged periodically (usually half-termly or termly) by practitioners when their assessments through observation and teacher directed activity note that the achievement is secure.

Assessment against the statements of the Foundation Stage Profile is statutory. The method of recording the assessments is the schools’ choice. The recommendation is that schools use either of the provided systems, the recording booklet  available from QCA or the electronic system known as the 

e-profile available from Kent Management Information. It is the responsibility of Governors and Headteachers to ensure the assessments are carried out according to the requirements.

Agreeing assessment judgements: Agreement activities within the context of the Foundation Stage Profile involve professional dialogue.  This will take place on a daily basis between practitioners working with the child and on an annual basis between the school and the LEA.

Moderation: From the 2002-3 school year there has been a requirement for the Foundation Stage Profile to be used in all schools for children who reach the end of the Foundation Key Stage.  For these children the profile is used as on-going assessment that is completed by the end of the reception year.

The LEA has a responsibility to ensure the Foundation Stage Profile assessments are carried out appropriately. It is also responsible for the requirement for all schools to participate in moderation.  The LEA has a team of qualified moderators who will make visits to fifty percent of schools where there is a reception class.  The remaining fifty- percent of schools will be asked to attend a moderation meeting in the summer term.

Headteachers and governing bodies have the following responsibilities:

· To arrange for practitioners responsible for the completion of the Foundation Stage Profile to take part in LEA moderation activities at least once each year.

· To permit moderators to enter the school to carry out the moderation visit.

· To meet reasonable requests from the moderator to amend assessment and for practitioners to take part in further training/moderation activities.

Training on 'Observing and Documenting Children's Learning for the Foundation Stage Profile' is available. 

Contact the Schools Advisory Service on 01622 203800.

Reporting to parents: A written report must be provided for parents with a summary of their child’s progress against the early learning goals and the assessment scales. When requested by the parents, a copy of the Foundation Stage Profile summary scores reported to the LEA should also be given to them. Schools must also offer a reasonable opportunity for the parent to discuss the profile and scores. 

Most schools will continue to use the written reports they introduced in 2000 in response to the Curriculum Guidance for the Foundation Stage. 

Report should:

· be specific to the child

· talk about next steps

· be concise but informative

· avoid reporting raw scores without explanation
Transition into Year 1: The Foundation Stage Curriculum captures the essence of good practice in the early years and the Profile captures the essence of good assessment in early years. It is essential that teachers build on this in Year One and use the information from the Foundation Stage as the platform for learning in the next key stage. The process of Assessment for Learning should be seamless, and provide continuity and progression for all children as they move from the Foundation Stage Key Stage into Key Stage 1. 
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Judy Venner

		Diagram explains the process. THIS IS ASSESSMENT TO INFORM PLANNING





		ACTIVITY: 



		How would you now use the knowledge gained about Katie’s CLL to plan the next steps for her?



		Work in pairs and jot down 3 ideas



		Discuss in groups












