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Dear Headteacher
The NEN and British Pathe Schools Licence
The British Pathe Schools Licence which has enabled schools throughout the UK to use the newsreel films from it’s vast archive for learning is, after four very successful years, due to end on 31 July 2008.  As one of the major NEN content pilots it has played a major part in the provision of multimedia materials across the developing education networks.
To maintain a service to schools of free-to-the-user high-resolution archive film the RBC asked JISC Collections to undertake an EU procurement for ‘multimedia collections’.  This process is now complete and regretfully it was not possible to extend the existing licence or to provide a replacement.

As a consequence the British Pathe service will stop on 31 July 2008 after which date schools will not be able to download high-resolution films without charge.

Material which has previously been downloaded may be used for a further year; that is until 31 July 2009.  The licence for all British Pathe files expires at that point and they have to be destroyed.

Below are the End of Licence Conditions:

The following conditions apply for the end of the British Pathe schools licence.

1. The facility for schools to download high-resolution movie files or stills without charge through the NEN will be withdrawn at the end of the summer term on 31 July 2008.
2. Movie files or stills already downloaded before 31 July 2008 can be used in schools for a further year; i.e. until 31 July 2009.

3. By 31 July 2009 all high-resolution files that have been downloaded from the British Pathe Archive by schools using the Schools Licence should be destroyed.

4. ITN-Source, who manage the British Pathe archive, have requested RBC, Local Authorities and UK partners to inform schools of the end of licence arrangements including the request to destroy all downloaded files by 31 July 2009.  Reminders of this notice will be sent to you.
Please let me know if you have any queries.
Yours sincerely
Jackie Richards

Project Officer

Kent Community Networks
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