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30 August 2006
Dear Local Authority,
Ref: SVGA and XGA resolution data projectors for Interactive whiteboards

Resolutions stated by projectors can often be misleading. A projector that says it will support an XGA (1024x768) resolution may only have a true resolution of SVGA (800x600).

When choosing a projector you should always look at the "true" or "native" resolution. If a projector's native resolution is 1024 x 768 (XGA), that means that the actual number of physical pixels (square dots that make up the image) the projector has is 1024 x 768 (786432 individually viewable pixels). A projector with a true or native resolution of SVGA but supports XGA or quotes 1024 x 768 "interpolated" will only have 800 x 600 available pixels (480000 individually viewable pixels) So an SVGA Projector has approximately 64% less pixels than an XGA projector.

When a SVGA projector says it supports an XGA Resolution or is “XGA compliant”, what it is actually doing is shrinking the XGA picture to fit its smaller number of pixels. You will be losing 64% of the used pixels. 

This shrinking is sometimes referred to as Interpolation. Although the XGA image will be displayed it will be blurred and any smaller details hard to distinguish.

As Becta advises the minimum resolution of any workstation or laptop to be XGA, they also advise that any projector must have a "Native" or "True" resolution of XGA (1024 x 768) or higher.
Becta advises against purchasing cheaper SVGA projectors for use with Interactive whiteboards. Please note SVGA whiteboard bundles are not covered by Becta terms and conditions.
Yours sincerely

Aly Tharani
IWB Supplier Relationship Manager
Tel: 02476 797243
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