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GROUPING OBJECTS

· It is possible to group objects on the screen, so they move as one object.  You need to be in Design Mode to do this.
· Use the select tool to highlight all the shapes.  To do this, using the select tool, draw an imaginary box that encompasses all the objects.  The shapes are temporarily grouped, and can be moved round in unison.
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All shapes
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highlighted

· Double-click on any of the shapes to reveal the “Object Edit” toolbar and click on “properties”.
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· A new dialog box will open.  Under “Identification” on the left-hand side, put a tick in the white box next to “grouped”.  The objects are now permanently grouped.
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LAYERING OBJECTS

· Every time you add a new object to an ACTIV Primary page, it automatically layers on top of the previous object.  In the example below, the hexagon sits on the top layer, the square on the bottom layer and the pentagon in the middle.
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· However, the layer an object sits on can be simply adjusted.  Double click on the object you wish to change (in the case below it is the hexagon), then click “Properties”, followed by “Appearance” and then select either the “Bottom”, “Middle” or “Top” layer.
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· It should be possible to alter the layering so that the square is now on the top layer and the hexagon is on the bottom.
REVEALING ANSWERS

There a few techniques you can use to reveal answers to students.  

Reveal by erasing

· Create your question on the flip chart page. 
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· Select the pen tool from the main toolbar.  Select the same colour for the pen as the background colour of the flipchart page (in this case light blue).  
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Pen thickness
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Colour 


palette
· Now scribble over the answer, as the pen is the same colour as the background, this will have the affect of rubbing out the answer.


· You can now use the “Eraser tool” tool rub out and reveal the answer!





Eraser tool

REVEAL USING A MAGNIFYING GLASS

· This technique uses the layering technique discussed on page 2 and is a really effective way of revealing answers.



· Firstly, create a filled box for your answer to sit in.
· Add some text that will sit inside the box.  It is important that the text is the same colour as the box it sits in. 

To edit text properties (including colour), double 
click on the text to open the “Object Edit” toolbar, 
then click on “Edit Text”.



Edit text
· Now use the select tool to move the text into the blue box.  The text will disappear, but of course it is just the same colour as the box behind it.

· From the Resource Library, find an object that will reveal the answer.  In this case, a magnifying glass from Microsoft Clipart has been used. 

http://office.microsoft.com/clipart
· Of course the magnifying glass will be layered on top of the other items, but needs to be sandwiched between the box and text.  Drag the text from the box, double click on it, and then click “Properties”, followed by “Appearance”, then “Layer” and finally “Top”. The magnifying glass will appear to reveal the answer!
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