PODCASTING PROJECTS 

(ICT E-LEARNING GROUP)
· INTRODUCTION OF THE PROJECT
The group wanted to look at the use of podcasts in ICT lessons.  Each school wanted to look at a different aspect and then report back.
· PROJECT AIMS
To evaluate podcast equipment and the ways in which podcasting could be used in schools.
· THE PROJECT WILL BE OF INTEREST TO….
Any teachers wanting to look at the use of podcasting as a teaching and learning tool.
· SCHOOLS INVOLVED IN THE PROJECT
Tonbridge Grammar School,

Hayesbrook

St Gregory’s

Skinners

Angley

Tonbridge Wells Grammar School for Girls

· EQUIPMENT USED AND SOFTWARE
The group evaluated the TTS Easi-speak microphones.  They are cheap at approx £20 each when bought in bulk.  They are really easy to use and feedback from the group is that lower ability students love them and used them extensively.  The microphones record directly in mp3 format, charge up from a USB connection and are plug and play.  There is a new version of the microphone coming out in July 2009 which will include a digital display allowing you to delete more easily from the microphone without loading it onto the computer.  

The software used across the board has been audacity which is a free download and easy to learn.
· TEACHING IDEAS/ RESOURCES
The schools looked at using podcasts in a variety of ways:

· As parts of an hour long radio programme which could then be edited together.

· As revision notes that the students create themselves and upload to their ipods etc.

· As a way of adding voice over to films they had recorded.

· As part of an extension/citizenship tourism project where the students had to create a system that was particularly useful to visual impaired people.

· Supporting video tutorials teaching students how to use software packages.
· EXAMPLE OF PUPILS WORK
Students have created news features, quizzes and competitions, weather forecasts in other languages and horoscope features for a radio programme.  Students have created an audio guide to Tonbridge for visually-impaired tourists.  Students have created their own films and then added recorded dialogue on top.
· EVIDENCE OF IMPACT ON PUPILS

Feedback from the group has shown that the students really enjoy creating and editing podcasts.  It gives them a chance to be creative and take control of the process and then assess the outcome of their work and other students work.  They very quickly work out for themselves different ways of applying their new skills across the curriculum.
· EVIDENCE OF IMPACT ON TEACHERS
Teachers in the group are more confident with podcasting now.  They can see a use for it and enjoy the challenge and engagement it provides the students.
· EVALUATION
It has been very interesting running these projects with a similar theme but a completely different approach from school to school.  The equipment that we found and supplied for evaluation was very pleasing and will be adopted by a number of schools in the group now.  The equipment is also popular amongst language departments in the same schools.
· FUTURE DEVELOPMENT/PROJECTS
Podcasting will be built into schemes of work from now on.
Next year the group will be looking at games-based learning both as a tool for other subjects and learning the process of creating a game and the thinking skills that are required. 

· CONTACT FOR THE PROJECT
Caroline Ghali
