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The simple, easy, user-friendly way
to program PICs in the classroom
now has even more features

PICs are the low cost programmable chips that have
revolutionised the use of electronics in control in D&T
projects from KS3 to A Level.

Leam how to incorporate Systems and Control @ KS3 and beyond.
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Maidstone and Malling Federation 

E-learning Groups

INTRODUCTION

Following the success of the e-learning group in the West Kent Learning Federation, the partnerships of Maidstone 1, Maidstone 2 and Malling have created similar e-learning groups this September.  Four groups have been created for English, History, Design and Technology and Transition.  The groups are made up of teachers who wish to develop their ICT skills and apply them to their specific curriculum area. 

E-learning groups are an opportunity for teachers to get together to share good practice, expertise, training and resources.  Some teachers have been involved in the trial of new technology, analysing the impact of new devices in their teaching and learning classroom environment. Others have been developing new skills by putting together training that can then be used back in the classroom.  Lastly, a group have decided to follow a current program, building on it by embedding elements of ICT, resulting in the creation of electronic resources which will enable children to work towards their transition to secondary school.
[image: image4.emf]
English group

[image: image5.png]Swanley Education,

rosoft Internet Explorer, provided by Kent County Council

&~ [ et swoneyed.org hiztarince ][4 (%] [evtara o[-
Google| 8 vartag Voo + @ - e | B+ 2 sooknarke~ | B rind - "% check Y Aol - & - Osnin -

b [ oot e oubor | ey 2y X[ |
9 Home ]

v B @ e - s 7

Welcome to Zytarg W

You have found the home of Zytarg resources

Resources

www.zytarg.com coming soon
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The English group is one of the newest teams to have been set up (formed November ’08).

So far, the group has been concentrating on advertising its creation and recruiting more members but they have also focused on staff training. 

They are looking forward to training sessions later in the year on the use of Video Conferencing to enhance teaching and learning in English and also a session on how to produce podcasts. The group has already begun sharing some great resources and websites too.

Most recently representatives from the group were involved in the Myst launch day and subsequent teaching sessions with Tim Rylands. They are now looking forward to sharing ideas on how to use Myst 3 to improve results within their own classrooms.

The group is currently organising an event with Tim using Myst 4, which would be aimed at KS3 and KS4 students. They are pleased to announce that there will be a joint project with the e-learning group in English of the West Kent Learning Federation on the 3rd of July, which will follow Tim’s presentation at the EIS conference. The project will be aimed at KS3 and KS4 English teachers and Tim will be demonstrating the use of Myst 4 to develop pupils’ creative writing.
 
Participating schools so far are Wrotham School, Holmesdale, Aylesford and Invicta Grammar School and new recruits are very welcome.
 
For more information please contact the coordinator Katie Weily at the address below:
katieweily@hotmail.co.uk
Design and Technology
The ELG in Design and Technology has been running since September and is being coordinated by Stephen Jones who is a leading teacher in Wrotham School, in the MALLING Partnership.

The group is currently composed of colleagues from Wrotham, Aylesford, Invicta and Oakwood Park Grammar.

The group have agreed to develop some training expertise and are offering 3 training sessions this year. The aim is to develop some expertise that will enable the group to develop some common projects at a later stage in the year.

The training will consist of:

Using Adobe Photoshop to enhance Teaching and Learning

Whilst the group uses Abode Photoshop as the main image manipulation software suite, there are many similarities with other programs you may have access to in your school.  Hopefully you will find this session useful even if your school uses different software. 

Abode Photoshop Elements will also be covered as this has many useful features as seen in the full blown version.
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Yenka Electronics
The simple way to design & simulate circuits 
in electronics @ KS3 and beyond.  Learn how 
to build circuits on screen, check that they work, 
produce a PCB layout and then build the circuit
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Logicators for Pics Micros: Pics are now low costs chips that have revolutionised the use of electronics in Control in D and T projects from KS3 to A level. Learn how to incorporate Systems and Control @ KS3 and beyond.
If you would like to take part in the training and become a member of the group, please contact Stephen Jones sjones@wrotham.kent.sch.uk
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History Group
As a part of Maidstone and Malling e-learning groups, the History Group have decided to work on a pilot scheme using some visualisers called Elmos. The aim of the project is to identify ways in which visualiser technology can support and extend the learning of children.
The main objectives of the projects are to explore use of visualisers across the history curriculum and we can already foresee that it will be particularly important to show and magnify specific artefacts that are delicate to handle. We also aim to identify learning outcomes from the use of visualisers, to develop case studies of particular uses of visualisers in the lesson and we anticipate that it will be ideal to use visualisers to model ‘outstanding’ class work and promote peer assessment.  And finally we are aiming to identify strategies for using visualisers with whole classes and groups of children. 
On a whole school point of view it will be a way for us to identify if this is a piece of equipment which should be trialled in other subject areas and we are aiming to support our schools on that matter should they wish to invest in visualisers in the future.
Teachers of History from Oakwood Park, St Simon Stock, Newline Learning, Wrotham School, Astor of Hever and The Malling School are part of the visualisers project this year.

On Friday 8th May, those teachers from will receive training on the Elmo Visualisers and the group is aiming to promote further use of ICT into the history curriculum for 2009-2010. 
For further information on the History e-learning group project or if you would like to join the group, please contact the coordinator James Smith at Wrotham School on jsmith@wrotham.kent.sch.uk 


THE TRANSITION KS3 TEACHERS GROUP

The E-Learning group for KS3 Transition Teachers is a new group that was created only this autumn by Nicolette Lindvall-Rae at Valley Park Community School in Maidstone. 

The concept of a Transition Group is fairly new but we have now established a group, a purpose and a goal and we are looking forward to making a lot of progress in the future! 

So far the group has been working on developing means to ease the Transition between Primary and Secondary School. We have been setting up links between schools and also developing some training sessions to provide the support for this such as using Comic Life and Crazy Talk. We are also going to be using Webcams so the children can become more familiar with their Secondary Schools. In the near future we are also planning on using Kart2che to help make transition a more uncomplicated process for our pupils!


In addition to this, we have also been involved with an exciting new project called Zytarg which was demonstrated by Simon Malony here at Valley Park during one of our training sessions. We are now hoping to work with the Swanley Partnership, who is piloting the project in order to develop some interactive resources for the site that secondary colleagues could use in lessons in September. This will continue the good practise which our primary colleagues do at Primary School and maintain a successful transition for the pupils at Secondary school.
We are really hoping to grow in numbers so if you are interested in joining us, please contact Nicolette Lindvall-Rae at nrae@valleypark.kent.sch.uk and we look forward to seeing you!


Please feel free to contact the coordinators directly if you would like to get involved in the e-learning groups.

For more information or if you would like to create an e-learning group in your subject please contact Carine Jacquel Hands on support consultant at carine.jacquel@kent.gov.uk 
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