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Environmental Education Centres 

The aim of Kent’s Environmental Education Centres is to support teachers in delivery of the National Curriculum, particularly science, geography, history, art and ICT through providing an enriched practical experience of a range of environments. 

Although the level and scale of resources available differs between Centres, all provide an enhanced learning experience for visiting pupils.  

Canterbury Environmental Education Centre (CEEC) is an urban nature reserve with woodland, grassland, lakes and reed beds, complemented by its close proximity to the River Great Stour.
Horton Kirby EEC makes full use of its village including the nearby River Darent, together with its invaluable wildlife garden with its range of mini-habitats.

Lullingstone Country Park, situated in the Darent Valley has areas of woodlands and grassland, the River Darent and a purpose-built pond/wildlife area available for pupils to explore. 
Shorne Woods Country Park is over 280 acres of woodland, grassland and freshwater and with an exciting new eco-friendly visitors centre is an ideal venue for your environmental themed school visit. 

A day’s visit to all the Environmental Education Centres is a rewarding and challenging experience for pupils of all key stages. 

Please contact the Centres directly to book a visit.

Canterbury EEC
Broad Oak Road, Canterbury, CT2 7PX

Contacts:
Diane Crush / Anna Williams



Tel:
01227 452447

Fax:
01227 456944
E-mail:
canterbury.environmentalcentre@kent.gov.uk
Educational website/s:

www.kent.gov.uk/kentcountryparks

www.naturegrid.org.uk
Horton Kirby EEC
29 School Lane, Horton Kirby, Dartford, DA4 9DQ

Head of Centre:
Gary Cliffe

Tel/Fax:
01322 863302
E-mail:
hkeec@kent.gov.uk
Centre website:
www.kentrustweb.org.uk?hortonkirbyeec
Lullingstone Country Park & Visitor Centre


Kingfisher Bridge, Castle Road, Eynsford, DA4 0JF

Contact:
Sarah Belsey at Shorne Woods 


Tel:
01474 823 800
E-mail:
lullingstone.park@kent.gov.uk
Website:
www.kent.gov.uk/kentcountryparks
Shorne Woods Country Park
Brewers Road, Shorne, Kent, DA12 3HX

Contact:
Sarah Belsey / Donna Norton / Lucy Bottomley
Tel: 
01474 823800
E-mail:
sarah.belsey@kent.gov.uk
Website:
www.kent.gov.uk/kentcountryparks
Canterbury Environmental Education Centre (CEEC)

Mission Statement: CEEC aims to be the premier provider of environmental education and learning for all in Kent. Through the management of our site for access and biodiversity, we promote sustainable healthy lifestyles.' 

CEEC is run in partnership with Kent County Council and National Grid and has been providing fascinating and fun days out for school groups for over 30 years. 
The centre is now open to the general public in school holidays, so that everyone can enjoy this unique urban oasis With its extensive gravel pits, wetlands, woodland and grassland the site is a refuge for protected wildlife such as dormice, great crested newts and at least 3 species of bat, as well as less common species of orchid and other flora.

CEEC has an ‘Eco-Centre’ award and promotes sustainable schools with activities such as our ‘Waste free lunch’ challenge.
 There is provision for 2 classes a day to visit for carefully tailored programmes in science, geography and art- linked to the National Curriculum.  Activity programmes are available throughout the year and from autumn 2010 Forest Schools sessions will be offered. They are delivered by experienced staff in a safe environment. 
The centre also offers inset courses, a year round family events programme, venue hire, volunteer tasks and an active 'Friends of' group! 
Our website www.naturegrid.org.uk is a comprehensive teaching resource for pre- and post- visit activities.  Video conferencing can be arranged as a follow up to site visits. 
All this within a 20 minute walk from Canterbury Cathedral!

Programmes of Study

Key Stage One and Foundation Stage 
· Pond World (Half day - Years 1 and 2)
Links to QCA Science 2B 

Explore the pond habitat and the animals that live there through pond dipping, a ‘Pond Bingo’ game, completing a ‘pond passport’ and using our digital microscope.

· Woodland World (Half day - Years 1 and 2)

Links to QCA Science 2B 

Explore the woodland habitat and the animals that live there. Hunt for mini-beasts, identify what you find and have some fun acting them out.
· Wild Masks (Half day- Years 1 and 2)

Links to QCA Art and Design unit 2B

Make a woodland animal mask using natural materials collected on a scenic walk around the Nature Reserve

· Sensing Our Environment (Half Day - Years R, 1 and 2)

Links to QCA Science 1A 

Become ‘nature explorers’ through a variety of activities in our sensory garden and around the nature reserve.  These include a ‘smelly cocktail’, a touchy feely game and making a natural artist’s palette to take away with you.
· Teddy Bears’ Picnic (Full day - Year R, 1 and 2)

Links to QCA Science 1A 

Bring your teddy to learn the secret of SWAF and what animals need to survive. This full day programme includes a story, sensory activities (see sensing our environment), building a teddy-bear shelter, games and challenges.

· Hedgehog trail (Half day - Years 1 and 2)

Supports elements of literacy, P.E and Art

Follow directions around the Sunrise Trail and hunt for clues to help you collect natural materials to make a clay hedgehog.

· Sebastian Swan’s Eco Challenge (Half day – Year 2)

Links to QCA science unit 2b, Citizenship unit 02 and PE unit19

Help Sebastian’s friend Rita Rabbit complete challenges around the nature reserve. Learn how to care for the environment with activities that cover composting, recycling, water use and more.

Key Stage Two 

· The Ecology of Pond World (Half day)

Links to QCA Science 4B Habitats and 6A 

Explore the pond habitat, the organisms that live there and how they are adapted to survive, through pond dipping and a ‘pond bingo’ game. 

Following this we can focus on food chains or water quality

Food chains: complete a ‘pond passport’ for a chosen invertebrate and find where it fits into the pond-life ‘restaurant’

Water quality: work out how clean the water is in our lake using a simple numerical biological index.

· Woodland invertebrates (Half day)

Links to QCA science unit 4B and 6A 

Explore the woodland habitat, the organisms that live there and how they survive. Have a discovery walk, hunt, identify and record mini-beasts and have fun acting them out. Find out how the invertebrates fit into the woodland food chain.
· Great Stour River Study (Half day)

Links to QCA  geography unit 14 

Follow the Great Stour on a riverside walk from the centre of Canterbury to the nature reserve. Complete a simple experiment and other activities as you go. Investigate the river environment and people’s interaction with it.
· Investigating the Water Cycle (Half day)

Links to QCA geography unit 14 

An introduction to the water cycle and the processes involved through a fun water cycle game. Then work through activities relating to the water cycle and its impact on the nature reserve.

· Sebastian Swan’s Eco Challenge (Half day – Years 3 & 4)

Links to sustainability work in science, geography and citizenship. This      programme includes activities that cover composting, recycling, water use, pollution and much more. Follow a trail around the nature reserve and help Sebastian’s friend Rita Rabbit solve some challenges.
·  Art-Naturally (Half day)

       Links to QCA Art and design unit 3c and 9gen 

       A good pairing with Woodland Invertebrates or Ecology of the Pond World.

       Get creative and use natural materials collected on a walk around part of 

       the Nature Reserve to create a mini-beast, working in small groups.             

       Depending on the weather this may take the form of a relief sculpture  

       constructed outside, or smaller models made indoors using clay.

Key Stage Three 
· Sustainability (Half day or Full day)
Links to science unit 7I, 9I and 9d. Citizenship unit 21

Follow the Sunrise Trail and carry out a number of experiments. Then help us decide where we should site some renewable energy resources including a wind turbine and solar panels.  The full day programme includes activities that cover recycling, composting, water use and more!

· River Walk (Half day)
Links to science Unit 8g and geography units 4 and 7

Follow the River Great Stour from the city centre back to the nature reserve.

Carry out an experiment to find the speed of the river and learn about the physical features and man made aspects as you go.

A variety of skills are involved – teamwork, field sketching and map work.

If you want to do this activity with 2 classes please discuss the logistics when you book – one class will do the walk in reverse.

· The Eco Challenge (Half day)
Links to sustainability work in science, geography and citizenship. This  programme includes activities that cover composting, recycling, water use, pollution and much more.
NEW FOR 2010 - Wayfinding - Old and New

This whole day programme involves finding your way around the reserve using map reading skills, compass use and scales. This is followed by a geo-caching trail.

We can adapt existing programmes to fit in with any topics you are currently studying including coursework projects for KS4 and KS5.

Outreach
Assemblies and workshops can be arranged. Please contact centre for details.

INSET staff development days
The Centre also offers INSET courses for teachers:  Environmental Art, Wildlife Gardening, Creating School Ponds, Sustainable Schools and Using the Environment as a Teaching Resource. Also CPD courses: Food Growing in Secondary Schools and Running a School Growing Club.

Horton Kirby EEC

Aims: At Horton Kirby EEC our aims are to provide visiting pupils with outdoor experiences that are rewarding, stimulating and educationally sound. The Centre, which lies eight kilometres south of Dartford, supports teachers of all key stages in delivering the National Curriculum, particularly Science, Geography and History, through providing pupils with practical experience of the environment around Horton Kirby and the nearby Darent Valley.  We also runs a number of INSET courses for teachers in environmental-oriented subjects. 

Resources:  The Centre’s main resource is the village and nearby River Darent.  The building, which used to be a Victorian school, contains a range of ICT and video equipment, together with some archive materials, maps, aerial photographs, wall charts, slides and numerous activity sheets.  There is also a “Victorian Classroom” with period furniture and other artefacts. 

Additional resources, especially ICT with six laptop computers, digital microscopes, two media cams and interactive whiteboards, have been installed. Broadband connectivity through the Kent Communication Network, with wireless cameras recording wildlife on site, will enable video links to Kent schools at appropriate times of the year. The Centre contributes to the SEGfL Bird Box, Nature Watch and other projects. Programmes of study have also been developed further in other areas in order to widen the curriculum on offer.

The grounds, which are continually being developed to add value to this superb resource, include a small playground and picnic site, garden and wildlife area with a range of habitats including three small ponds. It provides a useful support for the ‘Sustainable Schools’ agenda with an emphasis on the ‘Building and Grounds’ Doorway. 

There is a small wind turbine and solar panel outside, together with mini kits for indoor construction. These resources will compliment recycling and ESD studies at HKEEC.

An eco friendly straw bale shelter is available for Early Years groups and other visiting pupils. There is also a replica World War 2 Anderson Shelter to compliment the WW2 Evacuees study.

Centre Hire: The Centre is also available to hire for school staff development days, corporate networking activities and a variety of interest groups, 

Pupils with additional needs:  There is improved access to the picnic and wildlife area for pupils with physical disabilities via a wheelchair ramp sponsored by GlaxoSmithKline Dartford, together with braille signage for blind visitors.  In addition, raised flowerbeds with sensory plants and a raised pond not only assist access for pupils with limited ability, but enhance the site for the benefit of al wildlife and visitors. 

Programmes of Study

Foundation/Early Years – Both themes will support QCA Science 2B

· Pond and Land – Mini Explorers (Half Day) 
An opportunity to explore what animals lurk among the vegetation and freshwater in the wildlife garden – Based in the eco friendly straw bale shelter

· Teddy Bears Picnic (Half Day – including lunch with the bears)
A mini-beast safari before a session ‘Find your bears’

Key Stages 1 and 2 

Science      Centre activities cover most aspects of Sc1 and Sc2, featuring animal/plant life cycles, adaptation, habitats and food chains, through woodland, hedgerow, terrestrial and freshwater mini-beast studies.  Both the River Darent and its environs and the Centre wildlife area are used for these investigations.  Recycling and the importance of renewable energy activities supporting Education for Sustainable Development are also featured.

Geography     River Study (KS2).  Based on the theme ‘Water and its effects on landscape and people’, pupils may study some physical features of the River Darent, e.g. the river’s journey from source to estuary, encompassing investigations of flow, width, depth, erosion, transportation and deposition.  The study covers aspects of the QCA scheme of work unit 14 “Investigating Rivers”.

Locality Study   The village provides many opportunities for the study of place, settlement and land use patterns, environmental change, etc. 
History   Horton Kirby is ideally suited for a local history study with an emphasis on houses and homes through the ages.  Victorian Horton Kirby will support the British History unit ‘Victorian Britain’ through investigations of family life in the village, etc. (Links more directly with KS2 programme of study but is also appropriate for KS1).
World War 2  This theme covering aspects of ‘Britain In the 1930s’ looks at how WW2 influenced life in the Darent Valley, mainly from a child’s perspective. The activities centre on ‘Operation Piper’ when local children known as ‘evacuees’ were sent away from the danger of bombing at the beginning of the war.

Key Stages 3 and 4
The Centre offers a useful venue and facilities for relevant coursework. Land use, topographical, pollution and river studies may be carried out in the Darenth Valley.  Habitat ecology and contrasting locality studies may also be investigated using the local natural and built environment.

Centre themes and activities also provide an obvious stimulus for literacy and numeracy, together with ICT and other areas of the curriculum such as sustainability and citizenship.  Programmes of study can be adapted to suit teacher requirements and the needs and abilities of the pupils.

INSET staff development days
The Centre regularly offers INSET courses for teachers, including Environmental Art and Maths, Rivers and the Water Cycle, Freshwater Studies, School Grounds Development and Local History/Geography.

The Centre provides an excellent opportunity for teachers to take school children to a stimulating yet safe environment and follow outdoor programmes of study that link closely to National Curriculum requirements. All investigations support the aims of the ‘Council for learning outside the classroom’ initiative. Relevant areas of the Centre’s website enables pupils to prepare and extend their visit and acts as a useful resource for teachers.
For further details concerning school visits, INSET staff development days and room and site hire, please contact the Centre Manager.

Lullingstone Country Park and Visitor Centre

Lullingstone Park Visitor Centre provides a fascinating introduction to the delights of the 460 acres of parkland within the Kent Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Lullingstone Country Park, formerly a mediaeval Deer Park belonging to the Lullingstone Castle estate, has an outstanding collection of ancient trees, and the large area of woodland is designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest.  Grassland is also an important feature, and there are many areas of chalk grassland which are filled with spectacular displays of orchids and other colourful wildflowers in summer.  The River Darent flows through the park, and there is a purpose-built pond and wildlife area specifically for school field studies.  These rich resources enable the Centre to offer a wide variety of curriculum-linked programmes of study, focusing on Science and Geography.  There is also a fully equipped classroom that provides shelter from wet weather, allowing visits to take place all year round.  Outdoor seating is also available for picnic lunches.

Facilities for Hire

Lullingstone Park Visitor Centre is now available for hire for meetings and events. Enjoy the benefits of beautiful surroundings, modern meeting facilities, outdoor activities and team building, fresh air and open spaces.

Activity Programmes

We offer a range of activity programmes for Key Stage 1 and 2 groups, led by our dedicated teaching staff.  These include:

Key Stage 1

· Sensing our Environment.     
Links to QCA science 1A

  Become nature explorers through a variety of activities around the Country Park. Theses include a “smelly cocktail”, a touchy, feely game and making a natural artist’s palette to take away with you. 

·  Woodland world.       
Links to QCA science 2B 
Explore the woodland habitat and the animals that live there. Hunt for mini-beasts, identify what you find and have some fun acting them out.

·  Pond World.   

Links to QCA science2B

 Explore the pond habitat and the animals that live there through pond dipping, a “Pond Bingo” game and completing a pond passport.

· Wild Masks.   
Links to QCA art and design unit2B
Make a woodland animal mask using natural materials collected around the Country Park.

Key Stage 2

· The Ecology of Pond World.   

Links to QCA science 4b and 6A

 Explore the pond habitat, the organisms that live there and how they are adapted to survive, through pond dipping and a “pond bingo” game.  Following this we can focus on food chains or water quality.

       Food chains : complete a pond passport for a chosen invertebrate and find        where it fits in to the pond life restaurant.

       Water quality : work out how clean the water is in the pond using a simple numerical biological index. 

· River Darent Study.   

Links to QCA geography unit 14

 A look at river features and vocabulary and a chance to take measurements of width, depth and flow. Look at past and present uses of the river Darent and make field sketches.

· Settlements.   

Links to QCA history unit 6A and geography unit 9 

Explore the Darenth Valley and discover why the Romans chose to settle at Lullingstone. Visit the site of a 1st Century farmstead and learn about the needs of settlers in Britain. Can be combined with a visit to Lullingstone Roman Villa.

· Investigating the Water Cycle.   

Links to QCA geography unit 14

 Introduction to the water cycle, including interactive games and activities involving scientific measurements, reasoning and data interpretation.

Key Stage 3

· Way-finding.   

Links to QCA geographyunit1

 Introduction to map work including compass use, map symbols and measuring distances. See if you can navigate your way around Lullingstone Park.

One of our Education Rangers will be happy to tailor-make programmes to suit individual group needs, by prior arrangement only.

GCSE and A Level


Lullingstone Park is also an ideal location to carry out GCSE and A Level ecological fieldwork.  Groups can utilise the variety of habitats, classroom space and field equipment.

You could also combine your visit with a trip to one of our nearby attractions, which include Lullingstone Castle and World Garden, Eagle Heights and Lullingstone Roman Villa.

For further information on any of our services please contact the Centre.
Shorne Woods Country Park

Shorne Woods Country Park lies just off the A2 near Cobham.  With over 280 acres of woodland, grassland and freshwater and an exciting new eco-friendly visitor centre, it’s an ideal venue for your environmental themed school visit.  The park has full time staff, ample car parking, excellent classroom facilities, a shop and toilets.  An Education Ranger is available to help you plan and organise your visit from your first enquiry to the delivery of your school visit.

KS1 & KS2 - Sessions currently available

Habitats
This unit includes the study of aquatic and terrestrial habitats, the park has a dedicated dipping pond for school use so pupils can investigate life under the surface.  There are large areas of woodland to explore as a habitat as well as open grassland in which to search for mini-beasts. All sessions are supported with worksheets that can be taken back to school for follow up work.  Habitats sessions can easily be developed to cover food chains where we can look at the pupil’s own lunches and trace the chain back.  We can also introduce the idea of food webs and develop a broader understanding.
Sensory Activities

This session appeals to almost any age group in some way although it is particularly well received by younger groups.  This is a chance to explore the human senses as well as thinking about how other creatures use their senses.  There is a well stocked sensory garden at the park and a range of other activities for pupils to explore sight, smell, touch and hearing.

Natural Arts & Crafts
Art and craft activities designed to tie in with other activities on your visit to compliment and give pupils something to take away with them at the end of the day.  We try to use materials that are more natural and create objects that have more meaning.

Forest School

Shorne Woods is currently the only KCC site offering this new addition to environmental education.  Forest School offers a range of bush craft activities, learning basic forest techniques including pencil, mallet and jewellery making, shelter building and simple arts and crafts.  Forest School is structured in such a way that self esteem and confidence is promoted through a series of small achievable tasks.  The activities are available to all age groups and abilities. 
Forest School activities can be used in conjunction with traditional activities or as a stand-alone unit where groups can visit for a number of weeks. All these activities are linked to the national curriculum, but due to the nature of the activities (some requiring the use of basic hand tools) group sizes are limited to 15.

Construction, Sustainability & Citizenship

Our unique visitor centre offers the opportunity to study sustainable construction in practice.  The structure has been built in accordance with sustainable construction principles and makes an excellent location to discuss points such as embedded energy and green energy technologies.  Constructed using local timber and powered by a wind turbine, photovoltaic cells and solar panels,  it’s an ideal venue to address the sustainability or alternative energy issues.  There are many more ‘green’ features to this building that can be used for education purposes.

This unit can be adapted for all ages from key stage 1 through to degree level.  We recommend you discuss your requirements with the Education Ranger prior to booking this activity.  It can be combined with debate, brainstorming and other activities.

For KS3 & 4 activities, please contact the park directly to discuss your requirements.
Should you require any further information about the environmental education available at Shorne Wood Country Park, or to make a booking, please contact our Education Rangers on 01474 823800 or email: sarah.belsey@kent.gov.uk

Rich and stimulating environments, both natural and man-made to help develop knowledge, 


appreciation and respect for the natural world
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