Guidelines for cleaning fans and housings 
A copy of this should be given to contractors taken on to undertake cleaning of kitchen fans or cleaning work of a similar nature. 
  
Please remember that the baffle boards are often asbestos.  If you have any concerns that the asbestos may be damaged in any way it is important to have this assessed by a professional company first.
 

 

Asbestos ceilings / Vent housings - Risk Assessment 
Risk Assessment for cleaning or maintenance of Extract fans fitted into or in close proximity to asbestos ceilings or housings. 
 

A.  Ensure that a suitable access platform has been erected for the purpose of work.
 

B.  Ensure that the electricity supply has been Isolated from the extract fan. 
 

C.  Carry out a close inspection of the asbestos ceiling and fan housing to ensure that there are no exposed surfaces. 
D.  When the visual inspection is considered satisfactory, a light cleaning of the extract and housing may proceed. It should be noted that appropriate personal protection should be worn at all times (PPE)
      i.e. 1. Disposable particulate respirator. 
            2. Disposable overalls (fitted with hood) 
            3. Rubber gloves
E.  It is assumed that the person charged with the maintenance or cleaning of the extract is familiar with the task and is aware of any C.O.S.H.H. that may be relevant. 
F.  With regard to the cleaning of asbestos insulation board ceilings or housings, only a very light sponge with soapy water is permissible.  It is extremely important that the asbestos is not saturated, or the sealed surfaces damaged by hot water or abrasive cleaning.  Should any blistering of the painted surface occur, then the cleaning process MUST STOP immediately and specialist advice obtained. 
G.  It should be noted that this cleaning process is only advisable for small areas, and only undertaken by informed persons. 
 

 

James Graves 
Medway Insulations

Dec 2006

