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Ideas for Scooter Assessment
These ideas are purely to help primary schools that would like to formalise school travel by scooter for their pupils.

Firstly mark some pavements and roads in the playground (or hall).  If you already have a netball pitched marked out, you can usually utilise the outside double lines as a pathway, the middle area being the road.  Failing that you will need to have a pavement chalked in, or an imaginary line. 
It is suggested that pupils are asked to ride their scooter around a set course and include the following exercises without any actual ‘how to do it’ instructions to see how riders fare. The only instruction, at this point, is to explain where the pavements and roads are and what you want the riders to do.

Having observed each exercise, use the discussion points to allow the riders to understand if what they did was wrong and if so why and then let them try the exercises again.  Hopefully if anything was wrong initially, after some discussion, the riders will rectify the errors themselves on their second attempt.
1st exercise – Crossing the road with a scooter
Ask pupils to ride around on their ‘pavement’ in single file but not necessarily close together.  

Stop the riders.

Explain that they should now ride their scooters to a certain point, stop and cross over to the other side of their ‘road’.  
(If you only have a few riders, do this individually, if not, in small groups).
Discussion/Observation Points
Did the riders get off and push their scooter, making sure they looked and listened whilst they walked across the road?
Why not ride across road? What could happen if they ride across the road in a hurry, or their front wheel hit a stone or went down a hole?  How would they cross with a lollipop person, would they walk or ride?
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 2nd exercise – Dealing with pedestrians and hazards
Ask riders to start to ride around on their ‘pavement’ again.

Stop the riders.

Explain that they should ride around, but may find something different and they should then do what they think best.  
(Spread riders and hazards out).  Have chairs on the pavement or better still, humans to represent pedestrians either walking or standing and talking, and watch for how the riders respond).
Discussion / Observation Points 
Were any riders put off by having hazards in the way?  Did they respond by slowing down and manoeuvring around the hazards in a sensible manner?  Did any riders crash into anything? 
What other hazards might there be on the real pavements? (dogs, buggies, car doors opening, blind people etc).  How should you act if someone is in your way on the pavement?  What about going into the road a little bit to avoid people, dogs and buggies?  Why should you not ride close to the kerb? What might stop you seeing anything in your way?
3rd exercise – Stopping very quickly
Again riders are asked to ride on their ‘pavement’.

Explain that as they pass you, you might say stop, you might not.  The riders must listen.
(As riders approach, go by or pass, say gently or shout STOP. Keep changing how you say it and to whom).
Discussion/Observation Points

 Did the riders hear the quieter voice, did the shout make them jump, most important, did the riders stop straight away?

Why is it important that you can stop your scooter very quickly?
What might stop you hearing a person shouting at you to stop?
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How did the riders do?

Using the marking sheet for each rider tick the box applicable to how you felt the exercise went.  If an exercise was not satisfactory, mark why.  These sheets can then be used to send home to parents, not only to give a result on how their child performed, but also as confirmation that they are allowed to take their scooters to school.
Help for discussion points
In the 1st exercise, did all riders get off and walk across the road?  Did any attempt to ride their scooter across?  A recap of the Green Cross Code or Stop, Look and Listen for the younger pupils is essential here.  Crossing the road with a lollipop person is the same as for pedestrians, walk in front of the patrol when told to do so.
In the 2nd exercise, did all riders ride sensibly around the pedestrians or obstacles?  If there were a lot of people around, did the riders show patience and wait to get through?  A good discussion at this point is being sensible, patient and courteous as the pavements are really for pedestrians - and vehicles with wheels should be on the road.  Scooters are not safe when ridden on the road, so are allowed on the pavement.  However, they are faster than pedestrians so riders must be aware at all times of anything that could happen which might result in an injury to anyone, including themselves, by travelling too fast.  Point out that in bad weather, they might have hoods on their coats and if it is raining their heads will probably be down and they might not see hazards.
The 3rd exercise looked at the riders’ ability to listen and respond to a situation where they need to stop quickly.  Point out that it could be someone shouting for them to stop as they have seen something the rider hasn’t.  If they do not hear you speak gently, how would they know there was a problem if they were using an iPod and listening to loud music or, as above, wearing hats or hoods that cover their ears?
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