Mode Share on the Journey to School

One of the main targets of our Local Transport Plan is to increase the number of pupils travelling to school by sustainable modes of travel. In order for us to assess how effectively we are communicating that message and having a positive effect, we need to have up to date accurate information. It is therefore vital that the information for each child at school is updated annually.
The following guidance note sets out some key points of clarification when undertaking a survey to establish mode share on the journey to school.

Collecting the data
As the information required by the census needs to be pupil specific, it would seem most appropriate for primary schools to include a question about mode of travel in any survey or questionnaire which is sent out to parents during the autumn term. This can then be fed into the database at a convenient time before the January return. Please note that the categories listed on the census form are given on the attached pro-forma. Should information from the parents not be directly forthcoming, class teachers could ask individual pupils and indicate the mode of travel next to their names, with this information being passed onto administration staff, so that they can feed it into the school database.
The same method of data collection could be applied to secondary schools when checking other information with parents. However, if this is felt to be unwieldy, pupils could be asked about their mode of travel at a convenient time (giving them the categories), and the results indicated next to their names. Again, at a suitable time this could be fed into the database by an administrator. A form registration period would seem to be the ideal time to collect data. See the attached suggested pro-forma.
Pupils should be asked to indicate which is their usual travel mode for the journey to school, not necessarily how they got to school on the day of the survey.

The survey should be representative of school travel throughout the term and not undertaken during Walk to School week or any other promotional event that might skew the results.

Frequently asked questions and answers

Where a pupil uses more than one mode of travel for each journey to school, the longest element of the journey by distance should be recorded.  For example where a pupil who travels 5 miles by car and then walks the last mile to school, the pupil’s usual mode of travel should be recorded as Car/Van.  

Car share is defined as travel in a car with a child/children from a different household. It covers both informal car share arrangements and formal car share schemes.

Boarding pupils should record their usual mode of travel as Boarder - not applicable.

Walk includes journeys by walking bus, non-motorised scooter, roller skates and skateboard.  

Other includes any main mode that does not fall into the other categories.

For further guidance or assistance please contact the Senior  School Travel Advisor:
Carol Sullivan    carol.sullivan@kent.gov.uk    tel: 01622 798474   Mobile: 07917 246530

	SURVEY TO COLLECT DATA ON PUPIL’S USUAL MAIN MODE OF TRAVEL TO SCHOOL*

	Pupil's Name
	Class
	Walk¹
	Cycle
	Car
	Car share²
	Public Service Bus 
	Dedicated School Bus
	Bus - not known
	Taxi
	Train
	Other

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	* Where a pupil uses more than one mode please record the one which covered the greatest distance. Usual travel mode for the journey to school is not necessarily how they get to school on the day of the survey.

	¹Walk includes journeys by walking bus, non-motorised scooter, roller skates and skateboard.  

	²Car share is defined as travel in a car with a child/children from a different household. It covers both informal and formal car share arrangements 








