Transport links – information required in School Travel Plans.

The essential criteria published by the DfT/DCSF states that the following should be included as essential information.
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From feedback we have been given, the implication is that the information should provide enough detail for parents to be able to make choices about getting to school by public transport.

Therefore we would recommend that the following are included:

Walking routes:

A map of the local area (0.5 mile radius for primary schools, 1 mile radius for secondary schools), on which the main walking routes are shown using coloured pen. If there are facilities for Park and Stride, the location(s) for this should be clearly shown.
A written description of any particular issues to do with walking routes should be clarified (e.g. if there is a footbridge which is available, but not used, or if there is a School Crossing Patrol). If Public Rights of Way are used (maybe as an option in the summer), then a map of these should also be shown.
(School Travel Plan Advisors should be able to provide a MapPoint map showing a radius around the school and the school’s location).
Example:
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Most pupils and their parents walk along Gladstone Road, where there is a School Crossing Patrol just north east of the school. Some pupils use the footpath along the railway line, which then comes out to Hamilton Road. Parents report that Cromwell Road can be difficult to cross. Footpaths in Downs Road are quite narrow, which means they are quite difficult to negotiate with a double buggy.

Cycle routes:

A map showing cycle routes in an area can be downloaded from:

http://extranet7.kent.gov.uk/explorekentgis/map.aspx
Insert the school’s postcode into the search box, indicating that you are searching by postcode, tick the “colour map” option below the map, the “Promoted cycle routes” option in the “Show on map” box, and click on “Search”. To zoom out, click on “Zoom out “above the map, and on the school. When you have the view you need, click on “Print”. On the next page, insert the school name in the “Map name” box, leave paper size at A4 and orientation at Portrait, then tick the “Map key” box. Click on the “Print preview” button. When the title box, map and key appear, choose the “select all” option from the drop down “edit” column and copy everything, pasting it into word. Once it is in Word format, the title box and map can be made smaller and adjusted accordingly, and a text box added to show the position of the school.
Example :
The school is unfortunately not well served by off road cycle routes. Copies of the town’s cycle routes map can be obtained from the school office, or go to 
http://extranet7.kent.gov.uk/explorekentgis/map.aspx
(Map overleaf)
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	This map is intended as a guide for recreational use only and may not be legally accurate. Due to the changing nature of the countryside, actual conditions encountered may differ from some of the information shown.


	This map has been produced from the Explore Kent website; the definitive guide to public rights of way and green spaces in the Garden of England.
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	http://www.kent.gov.uk/ExploreKent                  e-mail: explorekent@kent.gov.uk 
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	Your Selection
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 Selected feature 
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 Promoted route 
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 Promoted riding area 

 Parks and open spaces 
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 KCC country park 
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 Non KCC park 
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 Registered common land 
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 Open access land 
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 Other public access land
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 Country park entrance 
	 Rights of way 
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 Footpath 
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 Bridleway 
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 Restricted byway 
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 Byway 
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 Path closed or use restricted 
Other public access 
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 Cycle route 
[image: image22.png]


 Other path 
	 Useful information 
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 Stile 
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 Step 
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 Gate 
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 Bridge 
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 Bus stop 
[image: image28.png]


 Railway station 
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 Parking 
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 Information centre 
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 Bike shop 
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 View point 
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 Parish map 
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Data is best viewsd at  scale of 1:10000
Some features require zooming in or out to show on the map
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 Horse box parking 
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 360° view 
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Bus services:
Secondary schools can download details of bus services from 
http://www.11-19travel.info.

(Type the school name in the search box)

Primary schools can download a map showing where bus stops are in the area of the school by going to 

http://www.transportdirect.info
Go to Find a place, Find a map and insert the school’s postcode. Click on “Printer Friendly Version” button. You will then be able to copy and paste the map into Word, and copy the key into a text box. You will need to reduce the size of the map.
Example:
(Rural school)
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http://extranet7.kent.gov.uk/kentview/
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Example:

(Urban school)

[image: image51.png]



[image: image52.png]



[image: image53.png]-




[image: image54.png]



[image: image55.png]



[image: image56.emf]
To find which bus routes serve the area around the school, go to either
http://www.stagecoachbus.com/eastkent/localoffers_2237.html  or

http://www.arrivabus.co.uk/
You should be able to download a route map which shows the routes available.
For details of times, go to 

http://www.travelinesoutheast.org.uk
Some areas are covered by local operators, which schools should be aware of. Details of routes can usually be found via the Traveline site above.

Rail services:
Describe where the nearest railway station is, and how far away. If it is not within reasonable walking distance, but there is a bus service to link it to the school, give the route number, and explain how to find out the times of the buses.

Example:
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The train station is 0.6 miles away. Trains arrive from the direction of Rainham and Faversham at Sittingbourne Railway Station every 20 minutes or so in the mornings, and leave at the same interval in the afternoons. However, it would take at least 20 minutes to walk to the station from the school, and longer at a small child’s pace. Arriva buses 347, 349, 351 and Chalkwell 344 from a connection between the station and the school. For up to date rail travel information, go to http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/



Highsted School





Map symbols


Transport�
�
Rail stations�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.transportdirect.info/Web2/App_Themes/TransportDirect/images/gifs/JourneyPlanning/en/trspt_rail.GIF" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
�
Undgrd/ Metro�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.transportdirect.info/Web2/App_Themes/TransportDirect/images/gifs/JourneyPlanning/en/trspt_underground.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
�
Bus/Coach stops�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.transportdirect.info/Web2/App_Themes/TransportDirect/images/gifs/JourneyPlanning/en/trspt_Buscoach.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
�
Airports�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.transportdirect.info/Web2/App_Themes/TransportDirect/images/gifs/JourneyPlanning/en/trspt_Airport.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
�
Ferry terminals�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.transportdirect.info/Web2/App_Themes/TransportDirect/images/gifs/JourneyPlanning/en/trspt_ferry.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
�
Taxi ranks�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.transportdirect.info/Web2/App_Themes/TransportDirect/images/gifs/JourneyPlanning/en/trspt_Taxi%20rank.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
�
Car parks�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.transportdirect.info/Web2/App_Themes/TransportDirect/images/gifs/JourneyPlanning/en/trspt_carpark.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
�
Overview map


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://maps.transportdirect.info/output/overview_GI053749637052178416.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���








Chalkwell buses (number 327) serve the village. There is one bus which arrives rather early for the start of school from the Rainham area, and one which arrives just before school from the Sittingbourne direction. For details: � HYPERLINK "http://www.travelinesoutheast.org.uk" ��http://www.travelinesoutheast.org.uk�. The school office also has current timetables.











Map symbols


Transport�
�
Rail stations�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.transportdirect.info/Web2/App_Themes/TransportDirect/images/gifs/JourneyPlanning/en/trspt_rail.GIF" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
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Undgrd/ Metro�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.transportdirect.info/Web2/App_Themes/TransportDirect/images/gifs/JourneyPlanning/en/trspt_underground.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
�
Bus/Coach stops�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.transportdirect.info/Web2/App_Themes/TransportDirect/images/gifs/JourneyPlanning/en/trspt_Buscoach.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
�
Airports�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.transportdirect.info/Web2/App_Themes/TransportDirect/images/gifs/JourneyPlanning/en/trspt_Airport.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
�
Ferry terminals�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.transportdirect.info/Web2/App_Themes/TransportDirect/images/gifs/JourneyPlanning/en/trspt_ferry.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
�
Taxi ranks�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.transportdirect.info/Web2/App_Themes/TransportDirect/images/gifs/JourneyPlanning/en/trspt_Taxi%20rank.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
�
Car parks�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.transportdirect.info/Web2/App_Themes/TransportDirect/images/gifs/JourneyPlanning/en/trspt_carpark.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����
�









Bus routes 4, 5 and 6 serve the road outside the school. Buses run every 20-30 mins, and route 5 offers a service to and from the railway station. For current times, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.travelinesoutheast.org.uk" ��http://www.travelinesoutheast.org.uk�





School
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