Date
Dear Resident
Re. XXXXX School Travel Plan

All schools are being encouraged to draw up a Travel Plan. This is a document which sets out a number of practical ways to reduce the amount of car trips made to a school, to encourage more walking and cycling and to improve safety on the school journey. XXXXXX Secondary School is currently working on a Travel Plan. Our objective is to raise awareness among pupils and parents of the harmful effects of increasing car use on children’s health, safety and independence. It raises awareness of the implications of travel choice and the benefits of encouraging more sustainable travel to school. Hopefully it will also benefit you as our neighbours.

Since 1985/86, the proportion of children nationally travelling to school by car has increased from 16% to 29%. Therefore, children are getting less exercise, and have less opportunity to learn about their local neighbourhood and about travelling independently.
By working together and developing an achievable Travel Plan for our school we can attempt to turn this trend around. A School Travel Plan aims to:


(
Reduce accidents and danger on the journey to school


(
Enable parents and children to choose walking, cycling and public transport with confidence


(
Cut congestion at the school gate

(
Improve children’s health and fitness through walking and cycling


(
Equip children with better road awareness and give them familiarity with public transport


(
Give children the opportunity to have a say in decisions which affect them


(
Provide an interesting focus for class work within the national curriculum


(
Build links within the whole school community


(
Make the area round the school safer and more enjoyable for everyone.

There are a number of initiatives that can be included as part of our travel plan, for example:


(
Walking bus


(
Cycle storage


(
Cycle training


(
Car sharing


(

Taking part in international events such as ‘Walk to School Week’ and ‘Bike      



    Week’

A school travel plan is a whole school initiative. Children, staff, parents, Governors and the wider community should also be involve, so it is important to gain your support for the idea.  We would welcome any ideas, proposals or comments you may like to share with us or you may wish to take part in some of these initiatives or attend meetings to discuss the matter further. Please complete the acknowledgement slip attached and return it to the School Office. 
Yours sincerely

XXXXXX Secondary School:  School Travel Plan

RESIDENT’S FULL NAME:  _________________________________ (Mr/Mrs/Ms)

ADDRESS:  ________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

TEL.NO__________________________________________________ (optional) 
COMMENTS/SUGGESTIONS:  ________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
I WOULD LIKE TO BE PARTY TO THE SCHOOL TRAVEL PLAN MEETINGS:  YES/NO
I WOULD LIKE TO BE INVOLVED IN THE INITIATIVES; YES/NO

Thank you for taking the time to respond to this letter.

 ADVANCE \y 740  
