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Our school has developed a travel plan, which can be seen on the school’s website. Briefly, the plan aims to improve students’ journeys to school by making the area around the school and on the way to school safer by encouraging students to travel in active and sustainable ways whenever possible. We do have targets within our plan to increase pupils walking by 5%, cycling by 2% and also reduce car use by 8% and consequently, this leaflet is a short guide for parents and students and contains ideas and information on all kinds of transport and guidelines for car users,  We hope you will do all you can to help our school achieve the targets and as a result, improve the environment around the school for our students.

With more and more cars on the roads, journeys become slower, not to mention more expensive because of the rising price of fuel. It is also hard to fit exercise into a busy daily routine, but by encouraging young people to walk, cycle or use public transport to school, we help them to form good habits which will stay with them into adulthood.
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Walking to the school

If you live close to the school, then walking is the ideal form of travel. It gives you independence, builds important exercise into the normal daily routine and it can also be a sociable activity. The more you walk, the fewer cars there will be to cause congestion around the entrance and to pollute the atmosphere.
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We are lucky at XXXX School to have two formal crossing points near the school (on Wallis Road and Beech Avenue), so please make use of them. Please note the major safer walking routes marked on the map in the entrance hall. Remember that using mobile phones or listening to music while trying to cross the road prevents you from seeing and hearing potential dangers. Wearing or carrying something reflective or bright will help drivers to see you.


Walking part of the way



  +
If you live too far away to walk the whole route, and have to make the first part of the journey by car, you can still get some exercise and relieve congestion outside the school by asking the driver to drop you at a convenient safe point. Suitable places are the car park next to the library in Park Avenue or on Long Street. Tesco and the Bull pub have also given their permission for drivers to drop students off in their car parks. There is a good network of footpaths with safe crossings around these locations.
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Cycling to school

Most young people love cycling, and it is a very healthy way to travel. The school has a cycling policy which is available to view on the website, and parents/ carers should fill in the form before allowing their child to cycle to school. We have extensive covered cycle storage which is covered by CCTV, so bikes can be safely locked into the racks. Safer routes around the school for cycling are also marked on the map in reception.
We advise that students should have completed cycle training and wear a protective helmet. There is a bike club at school, run by Mr Brown, who organises special events and a bike maintenance club (Dr Bike).

Please note: students who bring their cycles to school do so at their own risk and the school cannot take any responsibility for loss or damage. We recommend that any cycle equipment is insured and should be marked with the owner’s postcode.
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Travelling by train or bus
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The school is lucky to be situated within walking distance of the railway station. Students travelling from Hopton tend to travel by train. Go to http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/ for up to date information on rail services.

The area around the school is well served by frequent buses, which stop close to the school. See the map below for details:

Timetables for routes can be found at:  http://www.11-19travel.info

Ask at the school office about getting a Kent Freedom Pass which will allow you to travel free on most buses at all times if you are in years 7-11.
Travelling by public transport can make you become more independent and it is more environmentally friendly than travelling by car. Most of our students behave very well, but if you see anyone making the journey unpleasant for other passengers, please let the school know about the problem.




Drivers’ guidelines
If your parents have to drive you to school because you live too far away to walk or cycle and you don’t have access to public transport, these reminders are for them:

Please DO NOT:

Drop off students at or near the entrance to the school or stop or park on the zigzag or yellow lines, around junctions or crossing points, over driveways or on pavements. The entrance needs to remain clear so that students can enter the site safely, and buses can move around freely.

Please DO:

Keep to the speed limit. It is in place to keep the road safer for everyone, so all drivers should make sure they do all they can to stay under the limit.

Help everyone by parking a little way away from the school and letting students walk the rest of the way (see earlier suggestions). The exercise is good for them!

Think about car sharing if you have to drive a student to school: it saves time and fuel and congestion at school.
Many parents have organised themselves into local groups and take it in turns to bring students to and from school. Due to the Data Protection Act we cannot give out information about local parents, however, we have found out that the students do most of the organising through friends and students in their tutor groups. We would ask parents to make contact with each other and set up arrangements amongst themselves. 

Always make sure that you and your passengers are wearing seat belts when in the car.


Sixth form Students driving to school
There are insufficient parking spaces within the school grounds for students’ cars. We encourage the use of public transport, but if you do drive, please be considerate to nearby residents when parking nearby.
XXXXX   School





Travel Plan Summary








