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OUTDOOR EDUCATION UNIT  







The Outdoor Education Unit

Kent County Council discharge many of their responsibilities in this area through the Outdoor Education Unit. Whilst the health and safety responsibilities are a core function, they are set in a wider role of developing and supporting good quality outdoor education in its broadest sense. 

This small Unit which sits in the Children, Families and Education Directorate  provides access to an extensive national and local infrastructure of technical, training and advisory support, as well as with national bodies such as the Outdoor Education Advisers Panel and also many providers and organisations both within and outside of the County. 

The following are the main roles and responsibilities of the L.A/Unit as set out by the DCSF (DfES): 

· provide written guidance for governors, heads of establishment and teachers on how to manage educational visits, including advice on risk assessment. 

· manage an approval system to assess proposals for certain types of visit 

· provides access to named staff for advice .

· provides access to training and ensure that training needs have been addressed 

· ensure that emergency procedures including emergency telephone contacts are in place for the duration of a visit and that they are understood by all establishments

· maintain appropriate insurance cover

· monitor and review safety during off-site visits and activities. 



The DCFS 2002 supplement Standards for LEAs in Overseeing Educational Visits has both reinforced this practice and set clear challenges and areas for development. It refers specifically to the role of the Outdoor Education Adviser whose role would involve;


· having an understanding of the legal responsibilities and powers of the L.A and acting on these first principles. 

· having experience and knowledge of the practical difficulties involved in leading offsite visits 

· determining which visits will require L.A approval and which may be approved by the school/youth centre

· managing a successful approval system. 

· providing advice on all aspects of visits, from ratios to adventure activities and risk assessments, in addition to written guidance 

· carrying out regular review of policies and procedures and providing updates 

· ensuring that training is available.


The documents demonstrate a clear need to work with schools and youth groups to ensure that the following expectations are met: 

· to monitor the educational visits carried out by schools and youth centres, including arranging visits and observing activities 

· to give advice and guidance to the educational visits coordinator as well as help train and support this role.  

· to monitor the work of the educational visits coordinators, and help identify training needs and opportunities for staff who lead educational visits.

· to ensure that procedures to manage risk are in place and that relevant risk assessment are complete

· to ensure that all leaders involved in visits or ventures are assessed as competent in their specific tasks. 

Contact details:

Richard Hayden




Niall Leyden
Senior Outdoor Education Adviser


Outdoor Education Adviser
richard.hayden@kent.gov.uk                                     niall.leyden@kent.gov.uk





Outdoor Education Unit 
Swattenden Centre
Swattenden Lane
Cranbrook
Kent. TN17 3PS

Tel: 01580 715854
Fax: 01580 714339

Web: www.kenttrustweb.org.uk/policy/offsite.cfm
Address for the L.A Visit Notification and Appproval system:

www.kenttrustweb.org.uk/UserFiles/CW/File/Policy/Outdoor_Education/About_Us/Notification_and_Approval_System_Guidance_e-_Go_0808.doc
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