Fire Safety
managing asbestos risks in the event of fire
This guidance note applies to all buildings occupied by KCC.  

In the event of a fire or major damage the following action is to be taken once the site is under the control of the Headteacher or Establishment Manager i.e. no longer under the control of the Fire or Police authorities, or in co-operation with those authorities.  

 The Headteacher or Establishment Manager must ensure that:
· Following a major incident which has destroyed or damaged any part of the structure or fabric of the building serious consideration must be given to immediately closing the site to staff, pupils, clients and visitors on health and safety grounds. 

· For minor incidents (i.e. minor scorching, vandalism) where there appears to be damage to the building or fabric the immediate area should be closed to staff, pupils, clients and visitors on health and safety grounds. 

· The table below details action to be taken as a result of a major incident causing damage or destruction to any part of a main building: 

	Schools

	Other premises

	· Damage or destruction to any part of a main school building, including mobile units, must be reported to the Local Education Officer (LEO) immediately.

· As a matter of priority the Headteacher should locate the asbestos register to establish whether this material may be present in the affected area.   

NB If this cannot be readily located or is within the affected part of the building the Headteacher should contact the LEO who will access the central ‘Enterprise’ Asbestos database.


	· As a matter of priority the Premises Co-ordinator or Establishment Manager should locate the asbestos register to establish whether this material may be present in the affected area.   

NB If this cannot be readily located or is within the affected part of the building the Manager should contact Kent Property Group (Asbestos) at County Hall.  


· As a matter or routine the first response officer from the Property Group attending the site of a major incident for the first time will access the Asbestos Database and where asbestos is noted will take a copy of the report to the site. 

· The first response officer from the Property Group will assume responsibility for assessing the safety of the site and closed off areas.     

· The Asbestos docubox/ register of information relating to asbestos should be made available to any contractor who attends the site to carry out repairs following the incident.  

· Information relating to asbestos materials known or thought to be present in the building must be made available to the emergency services.
· No one, other than approved personnel i.e. loss adjusters, surveyors and contractors, should enter any part of the affected building or remove equipment etc until the possibility of asbestos being present has been established and any necessary control measures implemented.

Note: Although the Asbestos Register may state that asbestos is ‘safe’ this is only the case where it has not been damaged.  The status of asbestos needs to be re-evaluated where it may have been damaged. 

· Further information about asbestos can be found in the document ‘Asbestos Management in KCC buildings’ which can be found on SafetyNet and in KNet Property Group pages and KCC’s Policy and Code of Practice for the Management of Asbestos in buildings.
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