The SEN and Disability Act 2000 (Part IV of the DDA)

The SEN and Disability Act 2000 (Part IV of the DDA)

The SEN and Disability Act 2000 strengthens the rights of children with special educational needs and protects disabled pupils from discrimination.  The Act also covers the post-16 education sector.  There are three main strands to the legislation:

· The disability discrimination duties 

· The SEN framework

· The planning duties.

The Disability Discrimination Duties 

(a) Schools

The key duties involved in ensuring that schools do not discriminate against disabled pupils are:

· Not to treat disabled pupils less favourably

· To make reasonable adjustments to avoid putting disabled pupils at a substantial disadvantage.

The second duty is limited because adjustments for auxiliary aids and services will be made through the SEN framework and physical alterations will be achieved through the planning duties.  An example of a reasonable adjustment might be:

A school has little experience of disabled pupils.  The school is going to admit a disabled pupil.  The headteacher consults the parents and voluntary organisation and raises staff awareness so that the pupil has a positive start to school.

(b) Post 16

The discrimination duties apply to the post-16 education sector (this includes Adult Education and the statutory Youth Service).  From September 2003 responsible bodies are required to make adjustments that include the provision of auxiliary aids.  Responsible bodies are required to make adjustments to physical features of premises from September 2005.

The SEN Framework

The SEN framework relates to provision that meets the needs of individual children with special educational needs.  This strengthens the rights of parents to a place at a mainstream school for their child so long as it is compatible with the efficient education of other children.  It also increases parents rights to information from the school and access to parent partnership services.  

The Planning Duties

The planning duties require the LEA to draw up a strategy to improve access to education (has this been completed?).  Schools are required to draw up accessibility plans to improve access to education in their school.  This is a longer term strategic approach to improving access to school buildings.

