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PHYSICAL CONTACT WITH CHILDREN

Prompted by the recent release of a video, Keeping children safe in music, the Secretary of State has written to the NSPCC, the Musicians Union, the Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music and Youth Music to emphasise that there are many occasions when it is totally appropriate for teachers or tutors to be in physical contact with pupils.  The letter also says that the government will be publishing ‘shorter, sharper, clearer and more common sense guidance’ on the subject, and taking associated steps to protect teachers and others from false allegations of abuse.  The letter says, inter alia:
‘By telling [teachers] that they should avoid any physical contact with children, it sends out completely the wrong message.  It plays to a culture of fear among both adults and children, reinforcing the message that any adult who touches a child is somehow guilty of inappropriate contact….

‘If we stigmatise and seek to restrict all physical contact between responsible adults and children, we will only undermine healthy relationships between the generations…. We will drive good people away from teaching for fear of crossing some arbitrary line….

‘Teachers and other staff who avoid all forms of physical contact with pupils, perhaps as a consequence of instruction or encouragement from their head teacher, are unable to carry out their duties fully to support and protect their pupils.  I am aware that many schools have put in place ‘no contact’ policies on the assumption this somehow protects their staff.  It does not.  If any school does try to enforce a ‘no contact’ policy there is actually a real risk that such a policy might place a member of staff in breach of their duty of care towards a pupil, or prevent them from taking the action needed to prevent a pupil causing injury to others.
‘The Coalition Government is determined to ensure that the law does not prevent necessary and appropriate physical contact between staff and pupils in schools….’

 The complete text of the letter can be accessed at: http://www.education.gov.uk/inthenews/inthenews/a0072100/letter-from-michael-gove-on-music-teaching 
MUNRO REVIEW OF CHILD PROTECTION
Professor Eileen Munro was commissioned by the government in June 2010 to undertake a review of child protection in England, and has published an initial report: The Munro Review of Child Protection, Part One: A Systems Analysis.  
On 23 December 2010, Professor Munro issued a series of specific questions to which she is inviting child protection professionals to respond.  The questions are:

Reducing bureaucracy 

1. What prescribed procedures and forms do you feel are unnecessary, overly time consuming or cause you to duplicate work? (Please be as specific as possible – we need to know the name of precise forms and procedures and why they are unhelpful). 

2. What factors prevent you from forming relationships with children and families, hearing and understanding their problems and offering appropriate help or interventions? 

Performance and accountability
3. What child protection data do local areas need to collect to enable them to compare their results, be publicly accountable and drive their own improvement? 

4. How can we create a system for learning from practice which counteracts blame and allows for critical professional reflection? How can Government most effectively support this? 

5. What are the main barriers to child protection professionals, particularly social workers, and those who represent them, working effectively with the media so that their work is better understood? How could these be overcome? 

Early help and support
6. What expertise is needed locally in universal services to identify children’s needs and support their assessment? What would the practical impact of developing this expertise in universal services be? 

7. Would it be better if assessment was an ongoing activity rather than being defined by set points with set timescales? What would the practical implications of this be? (Assessment should be taken to include the common assessment and assessment that is undertaken as part of the statutory framework for children in need (initial and core assessments) 

8. Some local areas have introduced social-work-led, multi-agency locality teams to help inform best next steps in respect of a child or young person, including whether a formal child protection intervention is needed. Do you think this is useful? Do you have evidence of it working well? What are the practical implications of this approach?
Responses are requested by Monday 24 January 2011, and can be made by email to:

munro.conversation@education.gsi.gov.uk  writing ‘Munro Review Questions’ in the subject header.
Full details of the Munro Review can be found at: http://www.education.gov.uk/munroreview/ 

GUIDE TO THE LAW FOR SCHOOL GOVERNORS
The Guide to the law for school governors was updated at the end of November 2010.
A 3-page note of what is new or has been updated from the previous edition can be viewed/downloaded at:

http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/leadership/governance/guidetothelaw/b0065507/gttl/
A full text can also be downloaded in Word document or pdf formats at this website address, although both texts carry a ‘January 2010 First edition of 2010’  publication dateline.  [Please note that a route to this publication via the Governornet website no longer seems to be available].
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