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For the attention of schools involved in the School Workforce Census 2009 Data Collection. 
Helpline: 01325 392626

Local fax: 01325 392389

March 2009
Dear Sir/Madam

DCSF School Workforce Census Data Collection.
All Local Authorities (LAs) and schools are required to participate in the School Workforce Census pilot in Autumn 2009, with the first live collection taking place in January 2010.  Thirty-four LAs participated in pilots during 2008 and all LAs are expected to pilot during 2009, with collections in the Spring, Summer and Autumn terms.  

The availability of improved data on the school workforce means LAs and schools can benefit from having access to more detailed information on their teachers and other school staff. The new information will include details on pay, qualifications, gender, ethnicity and sickness and it will enable local authorities and schools to meet their obligations around the monitoring of equal opportunities. 

The collection will give consistent data across all schools and LAs providing a much broader range of data than ever before allowing us to model the school workforce more accurately than ever.  We will also have more information on the increasing roles of support staff, the data will allow us to acknowledge the important roles support staff play in our schools.

As a result of introducing the School Workforce Census, the Department and partner organisations will be in a position to drop a number of other data collection exercises. For example, the 618G collection and workforce elements of the Schools Census will no longer be required and the 2007 Secondary School Curriculum and Staffing Survey should be the last of its kind. Data from the School Workforce Census will be provided to the Office of Manpower and Economics and the National Employers of School Teachers allowing them to drop their school workforce data collection exercises.

More information on the School Workforce Census can be gained from your LA contact or by accessing the following TeacherNet page http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/management/ims/datacollections/swfcpilot/, alternatively you can email the department at dsg.helpdesk@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk.
I look forward to working with you towards a common goal to improve the efficiency and quality of data across the school workforce and ultimately to improve standards across education. 

Thank you for your help and cooperation. 

Yours faithfully

Survey Manager
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