Overseas Trained Teachers:
This is to remind employers of their legal position with regard to Overseas Trained Teachers (OTTs). It also provides useful contact details for employers to firstly, ask about the status of their teachers' work permits and to secondly, find out more about the OTT Programme, which will enable their teachers to gain Qualified Teacher Status (QTS). 

As you know, OTTs can teach in England for up to 4 years without QTS.  However, if they wish to remain in a teaching post beyond the 4 years, and thereby gain a further work permit and further 'leave to remain', they would be required to have gained QTS. It is illegal for an employer to continue to employ an OTT as a teacher beyond the 4 year period if they have not gained QTS. 

If you have any queries about the work permit status of teachers working within your School, please contact Jennifer McKenna at Work Permits UK. Jennifer can be contacted by telephone on 0114 274 3232 or by email at Jennifer.Mckenna@ind.homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk. 

Matthew Mitchell at the Teacher Training Agency is available to discuss 
the possibility of OTTs working within your Authority gaining QTS through the OTT Programme. This is an employment-based programme lasting up to one full academic year, details of which can be viewed on the Agency's website at: 

http://www.tta.gov.uk/php/read.php?sectionid=358&articleid=844. 

Matthew can be contacted by telephone on 0207 023 8042 or by email at 
mitchellm@teach-tta.gov.uk. 
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