All Headteachers
Staff Absence due to Flights cancelled because of Volcano Dust
Dear Colleague

We are aware that many school staff have not been able to return to work after the Easter break as planned due to cancelled flights.

This is clearly going to cause problems, including expenditure on supply budgets, but we know that schools will make every possible effort as usual to provide cover.

In terms of the absence, if it is not possible or practical to agree with the employee that annual leave will apply, or that the employee will work the hours/days lost at some other time, then schools will need to use their discretion and deal with every case on its merits.

It is worth noting, of course, that a similar situation arose due to snow in recent months, and schools should ensure that they treat staff consistently.

If you need any further advice or information, contact your personnel provider or Ann Lewis, (telephone no 01622 221721) or 

Kerena Hunter (telephone no. 01622 696379

Rob Semens

Directorate Personnel Manager
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