The Five Strands of the Kent Schools’ ‘Big Events’ Programme

1. Cultural and Sporting Festivals.  Events are being planned throughout the spring and summer of 2012 to mirror as closely as possible the spirit of the Olympic and Paralympic experience.

2. Torch Relay engagement and celebrations.  Kent has more stops for the Olympic Torch than any other area in the UK with 38 towns and villages being visited over a 4 day period in the last week of the summer term.  These 38 communities visited by the Torch will include two breakfast stops, two evening stops, eight photo stops and two lunchtime stops.  The engagement of young people is a major focus within all district council plans.

3. Kent Schools 2012 Leadership and Volunteering  programme.  We are aiming to recruit up to 1,000 young people in the age range 8-16 to become leaders, officials and volunteers across our 12 education districts to support the programmes highlighted above at school, district and county level.

4. PRIDE Values Awards programme.  This is being developed to recognise the commitment and enthusiasm of our young people in demonstrating one or more of the Olympic and Paralympic Values (Personal excellence, Respect and friendship, Inspiration, Determination and courage, and Equality) through their work in school or across their local community.  We would also like to extend this programme to include members of staff.

5. Lasting Memento programme.  This aims to capture the excitement of our young people in the build up to the Games. It seeks to record their ‘treasured moments’ during and after the Games from a personal, school and community perspective during this very special period in British History.

