Need Codes List 2003

CDS/OOH will select the initial code, but SW practitioners will need to review and change if they feel appropriate.

 

The significance now is that the Children In Need Census is to become a Statutory Return so the data is essential.
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N1 - Abuse or Neglect (of Child)

Definition

Children in need as a result of, or at risk of, abuse or neglect
Guide to inclusion or exclusion from the category
All children whose names are on child protection registers or who are subject to Section 47 inquiries should be included.

Children who have just been referred with evidence of possible neglect or abuse should be included here.

Children who are living within a situation of domestic violence which triggers Section 47 inquiries during the census week should be included here.

Children whose needs arise out of their involvement (actual and suspected) in prostitution which has triggered section 47 inquiries should be included here. Children whose needs arise primarily out of their abusing other children which has triggered section 47 inquiries should be included here.

Children whose needs arise from being abandoned by their families in circumstances which trigger Section 47 inquiries during the census week are included here.

Possible sub-categories:
· As listed on the CPR statistical return
N2 – Child’s Disability/Illness

Definition
Children and their families whose main need for services arises out of the children’s disabilities, illness or intrinsic condition
Guide to inclusion and exclusion from this category
This category embraces children who are suffering impairment to their health and development as a result of their own intrinsic condition. The resulting needs require more support than is available through the capacity of their parents or carers and hence there is a need for social services.  These are likely to be provided in conjunction with other services, particularly health and education.

The use of the term “disability” here embraces any illness which causes the disability.  Although the majority of the children included in this category will be permanently disabled, this does not have to be the case for inclusion in this category.  A child requiring social care during the course of recovery from a disabling illness or, whose prognosis is uncertain, should be included here.

Most children whose needs fall within this category will have a medically diagnosed condition such as cerebral palsy, autism, or Downs syndrome.

There are some conditions where there is uncertainty or controversy about whether it is appropriate to regard them as intrinsic to the child.  This used to be the case with autism, but it is now acknowledged to be overwhelmingly genetic in origin.  Currently the cause of “attention deficit hyperactivity disorder” is in dispute.  For the purposes of this collection, if the main reason why social services are involved is because the child is thought to have this disorder, then it should be included here.

Children who have been diagnosed as suffering from a psychiatric illness should be included in this category.

If there is no medical diagnosis, or if the diagnosis is clearly framed in terms of family functioning, then “Family Dysfunction” will be a more appropriate category.

Children with emotional and behavioural difficulties will present particular difficulties of classification.  If there is a medically diagnosed condition attributed then the child should be included here.  Otherwise, “Family Dysfunction” should be used.

Possible sub-categories:
· Children with physical disabilities

· Children with sensory disabilities

· Children with learning disabilities

· Children with emotional and behavioural difficulties

· Children with other mental health condition

N3 - Parental Illness/Disability

Definition

Children whose main need for services arises because the capacity of their parents or carers to care for them is impaired by disability, illness, mental illness, or addictions
Guide to inclusion and exclusion from this category
The key to inclusion to this category is that the parent has a diagnosable medical condition which is primary in limiting their parenting capacity and there is insufficient or no compensatory help available other than through social services.

The medical conditions include seriously disabling mental illness, but in the case of episodes of reactive depression or anxiety accompanying acute family stress then the category Families in Acute Stress should be used.

Children who are in need because their parent or parents have learning disabilities that reduce their parenting capacity should be included here.

This category should be used in cases where the need for services arises out of parental alcoholism and drug taking which have been diagnosed as such by a doctor or specialist service.

It also includes the needs of “young carers” who take on caring responsibilities for disabled or chronically ill parents.

In cases where children are in need because the parents have “personality disorders”, but where there is doubt as to whether a clear medical condition exists, Family Dysfunction is the preferred category.

Possible sub-categories:
· Children with alcoholic parents

· Children with drug taking parents

· Children with acutely ill parents (short term)

· Children being cared for by parents with learning disabilities

· Children being cared for by chronically disabled parent(s) but who are not taking responsibility for them

· Children being cared for by chronically mentally ill parent(s) but who are not taking responsibility for them

· Children assuming caring responsibilities for chronically ill or disabled parents

N4 – (Family in) Acute Stress

Definition
Children whose needs arise from living in a family going through a temporary crisis such that parenting capacity is diminished and some of the children’s needs are not being adequately met
Guide to inclusion and exclusion from this category
This category embraces those families that have got into difficulties but where the basic positive relationship between the parents and their children is not in question.

This would include families where the parenting capacity is normally good enough but who face family circumstances and environmental factors or events that undermine this capacity. This would include events such as:
· upheaval in family relationships

· loss of employment

· reduced income 

· adverse housing

· loss of amenities important to the care of children

· the death of a parent or other family member

It would include the sporadic needs of children arising out of living in socially isolated and poorly resourced communities.

This would include a single parent who generally manages but occasionally needs additional help.

This would include a family that generally functions adequately but which has been rendered homeless.

This would include families that generally function satisfactorily facing a temporary “explosion” by an adolescent member.

Possible sub-categories:
· Homeless family

·  Single parent

· Death of parent/carer

N5 - Family Dysfunction

Definition
Children whose needs arise mainly out of their living in families where the parenting capacity is chronically inadequate
A guide to inclusion and exclusion from this category
This category should not be chosen if the primary reason for inadequate parenting capacity is parental illness or disability.

This category includes those families where the low parenting capacity is at risk of, or actually, impairing the children’s health and development.

From the perspective of the child’s experience, this category includes children who:
· lack basic care

·  do not enjoy consistent emotional warmth

· are under-stimulated

· are not given adequate guidance and boundaries

· who do not enjoy stable relationships with carers
From the perspective of the capacity of parents this category covers the inability of parents to provide the child with:
· basic care

· consistent emotional warmth

· adequate stimulation

· adequate guidance and boundaries

· a stable relationship

For inclusion in this category, parenting capacity must be a long term concern and not just a reaction to adverse circumstances. This is a key factor distinguishing this category from Family in Acute Stress.

Within this category there will be degrees of severity in the extent to which the parenting capacity is inadequate.

It will also include children for whom there is concern for their safety, as a consequence of family dysfunction, but there is not (yet) hard evidence of neglect sufficient to invoke child protection measures.  If a child’s name is on a Child Protection Register, or is subject to Section 47 inquiries, then Abuse and Neglect must be chosen.

This category could include the cases of children who are abandoned because the parent does not have the necessary parenting capacity to care for them.

N5 - Family Dysfunction – continued

Possible sub-categories:
· Child’s poor attachment to carer

· Low stimulation for child

· Erratic relationship between carers

· Chronic violence between carers

· Low boundary control

N6 - Socially Unacceptable Behaviour

Definition
Children and families whose need for services, arise primarily out of their children’s behavior impacting detrimentally on the community
Guide to inclusion and exclusion from this category
This would include children who demand services because they:
· actually offend

· are considered to be at risk of offending

· are below the age of criminal responsibility but would otherwise be breaking the law

· are behaving in such a disorderly way that they cause alarm or disturb the peace

This would also include another group of children who create concern within the community because they put themselves at unacceptable risk, for example:
· children who truant

· children who are sexually active

This category would include the needs of children and young people being served by staff in a YOT paid from the SSD budget.

This category will also include children who are receiving services as part of the Crime Reduction Strategy in addition to or without Youth Offending Teams involvement.

However a referral made by a YOT for reasons that are not connected with the child’s offending may indicate that another needs category should apply.

A defining factor for this category is that the children’s behaviour “pushes at the boundaries” of community acceptance. It has gone beyond the family.

Children for whom the primary concern is that they are thought to be, or are actually, involved in prostitution should trigger child protection measures and be categorized under Abuse or Neglect.

Possible sub-categories:
· Disorderly behavior
· Offending

· Truancy

· Unsafe sexual behavior
· N7 - Low Income

Definition
Children, living in families or independently, whose needs arise mainly from being dependent on an income below the standard state entitlements

Guide to inclusion and exclusion from this category
This category is reserved for families or children whose special circumstances mean that their income is below the standard state entitlements.

It does not include people who are simply poor or who cannot manage on their entitlements.

It does include families who are asylum seekers and who do not have the means to provide adequately for their children.

It may include young people entering independence who, because of the rules relating to employment and training are not eligible for full benefits, if there is no other reason for contact with social services.

Possible sub-categories:
· Asylum seeking families

· Non-habitually resident status

·  “Independent” young people

N8 - Absent Parenting

Definition
Children whose need for services arises mainly from having no parents available to provide for them
A guide to inclusion and exclusion from this category
This category must not be used loosely for children looked after for whatever reason.

This category is reserved for the needs of children who simply do not have a source of parenting. It is completely neutral about quality of parenting because this bears no relationship to the need. If the need for services can be related mainly to adverse family circumstances or parenting capacity then another category should be chosen.
This category should be chosen for children whose birth parents make a well intentioned and rational decision that they cannot care for the child and that it is in the child’s best interests to be adopted.

This category would include children whose needs arise because their parents have died, are lost, who sent them away from their families for “good” motives or who have become separated from them as a consequence of civil or natural disaster or political events.

This includes unaccompanied asylum seeking children.

This could also include children in need simply because a parent has been imprisoned but the reason for the imprisonment bears no relation to the child being in need.

Possible sub-categories:
· Parents died

· Unaccompanied child asylum seekers

· Separated from parents by natural or civil disaster or political events

N9 – Cases Other than Children in Need

Definition
Casework which is required for legal and administrative reasons only and there is no child in the case who is in need
Guide to inclusion and exclusion from this category
On no account should this be used because the other categories for children in need do not appear to fit. These categories have now been well tested and we believe the overwhelming majority of reasons for children needing services can be fitted within the eight primary “need” categories.

This category captures work done by staff using children’s budget resources but which is not a direct response to children in need.
This category is reserved for the following duties:
· Inquiries for step-parent adoptions where the children are not in need

· Home study reports for inter-country adoptions or similar requests

· Requests for court reports in domestic or divorce proceedings in circumstances in which the children are not in need

· Subject access to files by adults who were looked after or received services as children

· • Investigations of “historical” allegations or complaints by adults who were looked after or received services as children

Where residence order or post adoption order payments are made, this category should not be used and the children in question should be classified in one of codes 1-8.

Possible sub-categories:
· Step-parent adoptions

· Inter-country adoptions

· Court Reports

· Subject access to files

· Historical allegations/complaints
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