DELEGATED FORMULA FUNDING GROUP (DFFG)

Minutes of Meeting
10th June 2011 at The Russell Hotel, Maidstone
Present: John Dennis (Chairperson), Phil Sayer, Alan Cox, Alan Barham, Heather Cook, Jennie King, Yvonne Hunter, Alison Coppiters, Theresa Davies, Carole Rough, Simon Pleace, Ian Hamilton and Kay Lee. 
Present for Item 1 only: Michelle Brown, Julie Still and Jackie Coleman

Apologies: Keith Burleton, Simon Foulkes, Ben Cooper, Malcolm Goddard
	1.
	Application for infant Class Size contingency funding from Singlewell Primary School, Gravesend
An application for contingency funding was presented to the group for their consideration. Details of the decision taken by the group have been recorded in a confidential appendix to the minutes. In summary, the application was partly successful.


	

	2.
	Minutes of the last meeting
The DFFG minutes from the meeting held on the 6th May 2011 were ratified as a true and accurate account of the meeting. 

	

	3.
	Distribution in Future Years of Remaining Dedicated Schools Grant 
The group had a lengthy discussion on the distribution of the £27.5m and the following recommendations will be presented in a paper to the Schools Funding Forum on Friday 24th June:
1) In relation to the Specialist Schools, 2/3rds allocation of £10.1m this should be allocated phases specific on a flat rate per pupil 
2) In relation to the Specialist Schools, 1/3rd allocation of £5.0m this should be allocated on a flat rate per pupil to all primary and junior schools with key stage 2 pupils. 
With regards to the 2/3rds allocation, the group could not reach an agreement on whether the pupil numbers should include 6th form pupils or not.
It was agreed that Simon would undertake a detailed costing exercise and compare the two options and include his findings in the paper to the Schools Funding Forum
3) In relation to the former extended services, one to one tuition and every child programmes funding (£12.337m), this should be allocated on a flat rate per pupil to all schools

Members of the Forum were also asked to consider when these changes should commence with the views of DFFG being that:.

4) In relation to the Specialist Schools funding (the 2/3rds and the 1/3rd allocations) it is recommended that the change takes effect on the 1 September 2012.  
5) In relation to the former extended services, one to one tuition and every child programmes funding (£12.337m) it is recommended that this change takes effect on the 1 April 2012.

With regards to schools that are losing funding as a result of these changes, it is recommended that the Schools Funding Forum be asked whether any additional protection should be provided.  Such protection could be funded from the unallocated DSG reserve.


	SP



	4.
	Any Other Business
Heather asked the question of whether the Local Authority will be receiving Capital funding to distribute to schools. Phil responded and said that it had not yet been determined.  In the recent Schools Capital Group (SCG) meeting it had been discussed that the Local Authority, Voluntary Schools and Voluntary Trusts may be given the money as responsible bodies. A summary of the Sebastian James report will be circulated to the group.

SIMs Licences – the contract has been renewed temporarily

Alison raised a number of questions regarding the Infant Class Size funding flow chart.  A copy of these questions was circulated to all members along with a copy of the original 2007 DFFG paper that set out the policy for contingency claims.  It was agreed that it was appropriate to review the rules alongside these questions and to include this item on the next DFFG agenda.
This was Simon’s last DFFG meeting and the Chairman thanked him on behalf of the group.


	KL



Date and venue of next meeting: Friday 9th September 2011

Venue: TBC
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