
Friday March 11th 2011 Kent children have their say! 

On March 11, about 100 

children came together for 

their final KSPCC meeting 

at the Chambers of the 

County Council in Maid-

stone.  

In the morning we had a 

debate  about  a safety 

poster  had  changed . Af-

ter that Councillor Sarah  

Hohler and Councillor 

Jenny Whittle came in to 

tell about  safety and how 

to call if you are in trouble 

or being beaten by a fam-

ily member.  

There were about 100 

school children here today 

getting stuck in and happy. 

It is most of the chil-

drenôs last time at the chil-

dren's council meeting and 

here are some of their 

memories. óNice food! 

They have nice food and 

nice chairs.ô Jess said: óMy 

memory is when I first 

came here.ô  

Jake, Jess, Samuel, Tom, 

Shannon and Madilyn are 

all in the Press Pack. Jake 

said: óWe have been today 

taking pictures and all the 

people debating and doing 

work.ô  

There was also a mystery 

debate which included 

many different childrenôs 

opinions. The debates 

were about things like 

should children be allowed 

on Facebook under the age  

of  14.  
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The Kent Children were 

asked to write letters to 

Mrs Hohler, member for 

education, learning and 

skills, and Mrs Whittle, 

cabinet member for 

specialists childrenôs 

services.  

The children came ups 

with amazing ideas and 

answered back 

confidently. These are 

just a few of the 

outstanding answers they 

said:  

Road safety:  

Teach people not to use 

mobile phones while 

crossing roads as their 

concentration is on other 

things; 

Schools should give out 

homework about road 

safety; 

If everyone were to drive 

carefully there would be 

less accidents; 

If people harm people by 

car, there should be 

harsher punishments; 

Parents could volunteer to 

be lollipop men/women; 

Increase the penalty if 

youôre caught driving over 

the speed limit by schools; 

Reduce the speed limit 

People should wear 

illuminated clothing at 

night; 

No parking on pavements.  

Protecting young people 

from abuse 

Abuse is very important 

and there should be more 

CCTV cameras about;  

More lessons at school 

about safety to stay away 

from abuse;  

Children should be aware 

at a should behave young 

age how they should 

behave;  

Staying safe in and around 

water 

No diving off cliffs or 

piers 

Donôt have too many 

signs up because we need 

to be aware at all times 

and not depend on signs 

all the time.  

Great debate  
KCC have allocated funds to keep 

young people safe. The subjects of this 

topic were a poster campaign, giving  

each school with a counsellor or having 

a Kent telephone support line. Charlie 

said: óSetting up a support line might 

lead to hoax  calls.ô Someone else said: 

óIf you are being abused, go to a place 

to get helpful advice.ô 

Debate 2: KCC have allocated money 

to keep young people safe on the roads. 

How ideas were: all children to be 

given cycle helmets, repairing potholes, 

or having more traffic calming 

measures. Joe said: 

óChildren might not 

want to wear helmets.ô 

Another comment was: 

óIf people donôt have 

bikes, then helmets 

wonôt help them.ô Another comment 

was: óPotholes should be repaired.ô 

Debate 3: KCC have allocated funds to 

keep young people safe around water. 

The ideas were more lifeguards, safety 

mesh over ponds and free swimming 

lessons for children aged three and up. 

Jack said: óMore lifeguards could stop 

teenagers being silly around water.ô 

Other comments were: óMesh  will 

save people hurting themselves.ô 

Well, you canõt 

put mesh over 

all the ponds in 

the world.õ 
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