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	summary OF REPORT: 
To provide members of the Schools Funding Forum Executive with details of the changes to the Schools Forum (England) Regulations 2010 



1. Background
1.1. The Schools Forum (England) Regulations 2010 have been amended by the DCSF.  The main changes to these regulations relate to the membership of the Forum, and specifically to Academies and non-school members. The regulations will come into force on 1 April 2010, and Schools Forums will need to be reconstituted by 1 September 2010. 

1.2. There is a new requirement that there must be at least one Academy member on a Schools Forum where there are Academies in the local authority’s area. Academies are growing in number and their budgets are calculated on the basis of their local authority’s formula for funding schools and are therefore directly affected by decisions the Schools Forum may take. In some authorities, the proportion of secondary age pupils in Academies is significant and it is only right, therefore, that these pupils’ needs are represented. The requirement is consistent with that for nursery and special schools, which must have representation if there are any such schools in an authority’s area 

1.3. There may need to be more than one Academy member on the Forum if the pupil numbers in Academies justify this on a basis of broad proportionality.  The Academy member(s) represents the governing bodies of the Academies situated in the authority’s area, so does not necessarily have to be a Principal or a governor. It is for the governing bodies of the Academies concerned to elect the member(s); if there is only one Academy in the authority’s area, its governing body will select the member. 

1.4. Reference to the Learning and Skills Council (LSC) and its observer status has been removed because it ceases to exist from 1st April 2010 and those of its functions most relevant to Schools Forums transfer to local authorities from that date.  The representation of the 14-19 partnership will be sufficient to ensure that non-school providers have a voice.  

2. Current Position
2.1. Attached at appendix 1 is the current membership of the Schools’ Funding Forum.  This was last reviewed in 2007 when the mix of secondary schools was broadly 1/3rd selective and 2/3rds non selective.

2.2. Since then a number of non selective secondary schools have transferred to academy status.  Shown below in table 1 is the current quantity of schools/academies and pupil numbers for each type.

Table 1

	
	
	

	
	No of schools
	Pupil numbers

	Selective
	33
	33%
	32,470
	33%

	Non Selective
	51
	52%
	53,156
	53%

	Academies
	15
	15%
	13,717
	14%

	TOTALS
	99
	100%
	99,343
	100%


2.3. The options to comply with the new regulations are:

· Add one additional “Academy” member to the Forum thereby increasing the total number of members to 23.

· To retain proportional representation, replace one of the non-selective secondary school members with an academy member. 
2.4. Shown below in table 2 is an illustration of these two options.

Table 2

	
	Forum Members

	
	No
	%
	No
	%

	Selective
	2
	29%
	2
	33%

	Non Selective
	4
	57%
	3
	50%

	Academies
	1
	14%
	1
	17%

	TOTALS
	7
	100%
	6
	100%


3. Required
3.1. Members of the Schools’ Funding Forum Executive are asked to consider how the membership of the Forum should be changed to comply with the School Forum (England) Regulations 2010.
.
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