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	summary OF REPORT:
The report provides confirmation of the unallocated DSG and standards funding rolled forward into 2011-12 financial year, and asks the Forum to consider using all/some of it for match funded projects.




Unallocated DSG and Standards Funding 
1. At the last meeting on 13 May 2011, I informed the Forum that the provisional unallocated roll forward figure was in the region of £13m and that I would confirm this at the next meeting.  
2. The total amount of DSG and Standards Funding which has rolled forward from 2010-11 within the School Unallocated Budget is £13.096m.  This balance is now substantial and the view of the Forum at the last meeting was that this funding is not being spent on children currently in schools in the county, and although it only represents 1.5% of the schools’ DSG it could be seen as being  at odds with one of the principles underpinning the successful Balance Control Mechanism.
3. The balance has accumulated over a number of years and its “growth” has been reported regularly to the Schools Funding Forum.  On the 14 May 2010, the Forum discussed the possibility of using some of this unallocated funding for match funded projects to provide a safe, warm and dry school environment for pupils.  The Forum unanimously agreed this proposal on the proviso that circumstances do not change in respect of future funding for schools. 

4. On the 9 July 2010, the Forum discussed this issue again and decided, in light of a number of uncertainties (financial implications of the Academies Bill, the DSG review and the Comprehensive Spending Review), not to proceed with using the unallocated balance for the match funded projects. 

Required
5. The Forum is asked to reconsider whether all of part of the £13.096m should now be used for match funded projects or something different.  The Local Authority requests an agreement in principle from the Forum pending the publication of the final 2011-12 Dedicated Schools Grant allocation from the DfE in early July.
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