Item 7 Increase in Examination

 Costs


From Nigel Blackburn

To Schools Funding Forum

Subject Increase in Examination Costs 

Minimum requirement 3, best practice means 6 ISA’s per candidate usually in Year 10 to give us the best of each specialism.
Administrative Procedure:

1. XO (Exams Office) Staff download master paper and mark scheme

2. Reprographics produce exam papers (approximately 25-30 sets) plus mark scheme

3. Teacher runs practical part of exam

4. XO Staff collate for each student

Paper

Candidate declaration form

Practical results table

Into clear sleeve for each individual candidate

5. Source rooms plus invigilation plus LSA cover if required     (average five per class)

Each paper 45 minutes in length, invigilation and XO staff require average of 90 minutes per paper

6. XO Staff collate (second time) and return to teachers for marking completed examination scripts

7. XO Staff catch up any absent students

8. Marked scripts returned to XO staff to be checked against class registers

9. XO Staff then list results per class in rank order (third handling)

10. ISA’s are kept in class order prior to teacher’s moderation

NB:    All pupils in year 10 will have produced core ISA’s, in year 11 they will then change classes to follow the additional or applied GCSE course

11. After moderation XO staff again re-collate the ISA’s (fifth handling) to produce new rank order sheets (after moderation the marks can change in some cases) before submission to  the awarding bodies

12. When notified by the external moderator samples are collated again (sixth handling) and submitted. This would normally be at the end of year 11.
13. After submission to the awarding body all un-submitted ISA’s must be stored securely for five years

14. Dependant on the course the students follow in year 11 additional ISA’s may be required.

15. In applied Science they sit one written exam and produce two portfolios requiring further handling by XO staff. The majority of the year group follow this route (last year 80 students).This subject is taken in addition to Core Science to give 2 GCSE results.
      NB:    Triple Science (3 GCSE’s) involving 9 written papers of 1 hour and 6 ISA’s.

               Core Science & Additional Science (2 GCSE’s) 6 objective tests of 30minutes plus 6 ISA’s               and 3 written papers of 1 hour 

              Core & Additional Applied Science (2 GCSE’s) 6 objective tests of 30minutes plus 6 ISA’s 

              2 portfolios and 1 written exam of 90 minutes.

