Kent Schools’ Funding Forum
The Rt. Hon. Michael Gove  MP

Secretary of State for Education

Department for Education 
Sanctuary Buildings
Great Smith Street
London
SW1P 3BT
6 January 2011

Dear Mr Gove
I am Chairman of the Kent Schools’ Funding Forum and following a meeting of our Executive Committee this morning it was agreed I write to you concerning the changed regulations regarding the Minimum Funding Guarantee.

Firstly, we were very concerned to see a change to the regulations effectively preventing Funding Forums from taking local decisions regarding the operation of the Minimum Funding Guarantee and therefore the distribution of the Dedicated Schools Grant without your approval.  We were also unable to ascertain when the consultation about this change took place as we would have wished to make strong representations against its implementation.  The very significant change in the current decision-making arrangements will disempower Headteachers and Governors, elected by their colleagues and will in effect centralise and bureaucratise what up until now has been a very useful and effective locally-sensitive process controlled by those best placed to make decisions that are in the interest of all pupils and schools.  We find it very difficult to understand or accept how the proposed change is consistent with the empowerment of professionals, in particular Headteachers which the Government has championed or indeed with the concept of localism which the Communities Secretary is vigorously promoting.  

Secondly, we have undertaken a wide-ranging consultation with Kent Schools about the distribution of DSG from April 2011 given the ending of many specific grants, their absorption into DSG and the provision of the Pupil Premium.  We would wish to use the results of that consultation to make decisions locally about how we distribute DSG to ensure that its distribution is fair and equitable for all schools.  This will not be achieved if we are prevented from making adjustments to the Minimum Funding Guarantee.  Furthermore,  it will lock into some schools’ budgets historic levels of funding based on grants which no longer exist and for which such schools have no legitimate need over and above similar schools in a local authority.  It will therefore have the effect of perpetuating, potentially on a long-term basis, a funding distribution which is grossly inequitable – a position your recent White Paper righty, went to some lengths to denounce. 
Finally, we have a full day meeting of the Kent Funding Forum on Friday 21 January to discuss the outcome of our consultation with schools and to make our recommendations for the distribution of the DSG from April 2011.  I would therefore be most grateful if you will give the points I make above your urgent consideration and provide me with a response so that our Forum can consider it, and make decisions, at their meeting on the 21st.

Yours sincerely,

Roland J Gooding

Chairman – Kent Schools’ Funding Forum

Cc:
Mr Stephen Kingdom, Head of Funding and Technology Unit, Department for Education
Kent Members of Parliament


Mr Paul Carter, Leader, Kent County Council

Mrs Sarah Hohler, Cabinet Member for Children, Families and Education, KCC

Mr Keith Abbot,  Director of Finance, Children, Families and Education Directorate, KCC

