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	Summary of Report:
This report informs the Forum of the Music Education Grant (MEG) settlement for 2011-12, provides a breakdown of the activities that it will fund and for the schools allocation proposes a formula distribution for 2011-12 financial year.


1. Background

1.1 In 2010-11 the Local Authority received a Music Standards Fund grant from the Department for Education of £1,758.6k.  For 2011-12 this funding source has been replaced with a specific “ring fenced” grant from the Federation of Music Services.  Its value has reduced by £82.8k (4.7%) to £1,675.8k.  
2. Activities funded by the grant

2.1 Table 1 below provides a breakdown of the activities funded from this grant with a comparison to 2010-11.  The allocation of the grant between these activities has been agreed by KCC Members.
Table 1 – 2011/12 Music funding comparison with previous year
	
	2011/12
	2010/11
	Movement

	
	£’000
	£’000
	£’000
	%

	Kent Music
	421.0
	458.0
	-37.0
	-8.1

	KCC (see note)
	356.0
	357.5
	-1.5
	-0.4

	Schools
	898.8
	943.1
	-44.3
	-4.7

	TOTAL
	1,675.8
	1,758.6
	-82.8
	-4.7


Note:  In 2011/12 this includes £200,000 which will be available for projects in schools.
3. Guidance from Federation of Music Services

3.1 What can the MEG be spent on?

Most of the grant should be used to support frontline services for music. A figure of at least 80% of the grant for the provision of front line services and no more than 5% of the grant spent on administration are useful targets to aim for.

 

The MEG should complement and enhance the basic statutory national curriculum provision for music. In particular, priority should be given to:
a) Wider Opportunities first free access for all pupils;

b) Support, alongside other sources of funding, for pupils who choose to continue their additional music experiences through to 19, with particular support for those pupils who show commitment and who may choose to follow a music related career;

c) Area and Local Authority wide ensemble provision.

 

In addition, the MEG may be used to contribute towards the cost of:

a) Quality assurance and related Continuing Professional Development for teachers not employed by schools;

b) Essential central management, administration, data collection, analysis and forward planning;

c) Other essential centrally held resources such as premises, instruments repair and maintenance, music libraries etc.

4. Proposal

4.1 We are proposing to distribute the £898,768 to all Kent infant, junior, primary, secondary and special schools.  KS2 schools to be more heavily weighted to enable schools to provide free Wider Opportunities tuition.

· All schools with key stage 1 pupils to receive £3.00 per pupil
· All schools with key stage 2 pupils to receive £10.00 per pupil
· All schools with key stage 3 and 4 pupils to receive £3.00 per pupil 
Where individual school allocations are below the following “minimum levels”, a top up will be applied so that the minimum levels are paid.
· Schools with KS2 pupils = £800

· All other types of school = £500

4.2 Infant schools to use the ring fenced funding for:

· Ongoing instrumental or vocal tuition

· Regular enhanced general music-making above the national curriculum

· Regular ensembles or music clubs

4.3 Primary and Junior schools to use the ring fenced funding for:

· Weekly whole class and large group instrumental and vocal tuition free for one year
· Regular whole class or large group instrumental and vocal tuition for continuers beyond the first free year
· Support for the development of regular ensembles or music clubs
· Group tuition bursaries for continuers for eligible groups of children, eg. Looked After Children, those eligible for free school meals and, gifted and talented children where hardship is proven.  
· Repair and maintenance of instruments held within their school
4.4 Secondary schools to use the ring fenced funding for:

· Ensuring effective transition and affordable ongoing tuition (choral and or instrumental) for “continuers” (in the form of group tuition) from KS2 Wider Opportunity programmes

· Supporting the development of regular choral and or instrumental ensembles or music clubs.

· Where necessary to subsidise group instrumental tuition to ensure equality of access.

· Where necessary, to subsidise individual tuition for Gifted and Talented pupils to ensure equality of access. 

4.5 With regards to the £200,000 for projects in schools
· £120,000 to be allocated to primary school leads - projects to be decided in conjunction with Lead Teachers once appointed but could include: District Meetings (to include meeting with secondary colleagues), District training (approved by Standards & School Improvement) for Wider Opportunities Projects, festival and playdays which support whole year tuition taking place in individual schools

Development of locally based, inter-school ensembles

· £80,000 for secondary’s to be split into 6 Leading Network schools (double districts).  Main aim would be to provide beginners multi instrument ensembles and provide support to continuers.

5. Recommendations
Members of the Schools Funding Forum are asked to:
1) Note the Music Education grant settlement for 2011-12 

2) Note the distribution of the grant 
3) Approve the proposal to distribution the element to schools as outlined above in paragraph 4.1
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