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Subject:

2008/09 Dedicated Schools Grant
Summary: 

This report provides members of the Schools’ Funding Forum with an update on the Dedicated Schools Grant allocation for 2008/09 following the DCSF announcement on 19 June 2008.
1. Background

1.1. Members of the Forum will be aware that at the time of setting school budgets (February/March) the amount of Dedicated Schools Grant is based on an estimate.  The actual DSG is not confirmed until June, once the DCSF have confirmed pupil numbers for each Local Authority.  

1.2. The Dedicated Schools Grant cash increase for 2008/09 had been estimated at £20.898m when discussed with the Forum on the 25 January 2008.  This increase was assumed in the setting of the 2008-09 school budgets.  In addition to the cash increase is the recycling of existing DSG not needed as a result of academies and falling rolls, which was estimated at £11.955m.  
2. Final DSG allocation

2.1. On 19th June 2008, the DCSF confirmed that the DSG allocation for Kent for 2008/09 is £773.9m.  This represents a cash increase of £22.068m on last years grant.  The table below provides a breakdown of the calculation used in arriving at our final allocation.

Table 1 – Dedicated Schools Grant for 2008-09

	
	2008-09

	Total pupils for the 2008-09 Dedicated Schools Grant 
	197,113

	2008-09 guaranteed per pupil unit of funding (£)
	£3,938.26

	SUB TOTAL (£m)
	£776.280

	Less: Academies
	

	
	Axton Chase (£m)
	-£2.366

	ADJUSTED TOTAL DSG (£m) 
	£773.914


2.2. The actual DSG allocation for 2008-09 is £1.170m greater than the estimate we had been working to. 
2.3. For information, the percentage split of the DSG in 2008-09 between schools, PVI and central services is 88.37%, 3.67% and 7.96%.  This information is relevant to the central expenditure limit in that any distribution of the £1.170m outside of these percentages may mean a breach of this limit.  A breach of the central expenditure limit is allowed but requires specific Forum approval.
3. Required
3.1. Members of the Schools’ Funding Forum are asked for their views on how the additional DSG of £1.170m should be utilised.  
3.2. Possible options which the Forum might consider are the same as the paper on the rollover of 2007/08 Schools’ unallocated underspends. 
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