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The National Governors’ Association is launched

On 15th February 2006 the National Governors’ Association was launched at a Parliamentary Reception in the House of Commons.  Hosted by Andrew Stunell MP the Reception was attended by Lady Howe (President elect of NGA), Lady (Estelle) Morris, Lord Puttnam and Lord Dearing among others.  Membership of the NGA is open to individual governors, governing bodies and local school governor associations.  

NGA can be contacted at SBQ1, 29 Smallbrook Queensway, Birmingham, B5 4HG.  Tel: 0121-643-5787 or email: governorhq@nga.org.uk
Young Carers – What Can Governors Do?

 “I used to run away from school because I always wanted to be with my mum. I used to think that my mum was going to die. I was about eight….they treated me as if I was playing truant.”

That quote comes from one of the UK’s 175,000 young carers, children who help to look after a parent or a sibling who is disabled, physically or mentally ill or has a substance misuse problem. Young carers regularly carry out significant caring tasks and responsibilities which are inappropriate to their age. They can be relied on to administer medication, help someone to get up and get dressed or helping someone use the bathroom. 

Most young carers are not known to be caring by school staff and even actively hide the fact to avoid bullying by peers, so being a young carer can be a hidden cause of poor attendance, under achievement and bullying, with many young carers dropping out of school or achieving no qualifications. However, there are some simple and inexpensive steps that all schools can take to help young carers and in doing so, raise standards and attendance.

The DfES recommends that all schools have a lead professional for young carers.  You can find resources, checklists and a sample school policy at The Princess Royal Trust for Carers’ website, www.youngcarers.net, which can also link you to your nearest project (email youngcarers@carers.org ). 

Some questions for your governing body to consider.  Does your school:

· Include a question such as “Are you helping to look after someone in your family?” in enrolment procedures?
· Provide information or training for staff on spotting the warning signs and how to respond?
· Work with a Young Carers Service, perhaps as part of extended school provision?
· Access the Vulnerable Children’s Grant to support young carers?
· Recognise that young carers are a group especially vulnerable to bullying?
· Have a Young Carer Policy which tells pupils what to do if they are a young carer and what help they can expect?
· Follow Education Maintenance Allowance guidance on young carers?

· Include young carers in its plans to tackle truancy – are absentees and their parents asked if they have a caring role?
· Ensure that parents’ evenings and other events are accessible to disabled parents who may have no private transport?
With a little flexibility and access to the right services, young carers can stay in education and achieve to their potential, rather than having to choose between caring and an education.

� Making it Work, Frank, 2002, The Children’s Society and The Princess Royal Trust for Carers.





The Education and Inspections Bill


The Education and Inspections Bill, introduced into Parliament in February, sets out the legislative basis for the Education White Paper.  Governors have been discussing the White Paper at national conferences and their own local events.   Both the White Paper and the Education Bill have potentially significant consequences for school governors.





Early Day Motion – Fire Sprinklers in School


NGA is campaigning for sprinklers to be included in all new builds and major refurbishments, as water sprinklers can limit damage in the event of a fire in school. As part of the campaign NGA has been liaising with MPs interested in this issue. An Early Day Motion has been tabled calling on the Government to make the fitting of sprinklers mandatory in schools. The EDM may be found on the NGC website � HYPERLINK "http://www.ngc.org.uk" ��www.ngc.org.uk� under What’s New /Water Sprinkler Campaign, together with a draft letter. Please use the letter to write to local constituency MPs asking them to sign the EDM.





Teachers’ TV – A Vital Resource for Governors


Teachers’ TV is the TV and online resource for everyone working in education – including governors. Programmes include CPD resources, reviews of resources and pupil programmes – an easy and stimulating way of seeing what’s going on in schools around England.  You can watch over 850 programmes online at www.teachers.tv – now, for free.





TTV has a wealth of programmes directly relevant to governors, offering insights into the issues they face as they evaluate school performance, ensure accountability and set strategic direction. The ongoing ‘Just for Governors’ series focuses on a different issue each episode, ranging from setting targets to being chair of the board of governors (22 episodes are available to watch and download at www.teachers.tv). A wide of range of programmes across the schedule reveal how other schools deal with key challenges and profile the work going on in classrooms across the country.





The TTV website features an online weekly Governor’s Review of programmes and singles out one must-see programme for the week. A series of online Governors’ Guides explores the basic responsibilities of the role and addresses important issues such as problems with personnel. There are also links to useful websites for governors.  Forthcoming Highlights for Governors are: 


Thursday 8th June 2006: Just for Governors: Ideas from the Box – Every Child Matters


Tuesday 13th June 2006: 7.30 pm – School Matters: Beating Bullying


Friday 16th June 2006: 7.15pm – Just for Governors: Race and Religions


Thursday 29th June 2006: 8.45 pm – Just for Governors: Ideas from the Box – Inclusion and Vocational Education
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