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Spring Term 2006

NGC and NASG Merger

Now become the National Governors’ Association (NGA).
Incorporates the different membership categories of NASG and NGC – individual governors, governing bodies, and local governor associations – who will continue to receive the same membership services as before. The aim is to develop and extend these services as economies of scale kick in. NGA will improve support to local governor associations (KGA) who provide the interface between governing bodies and the local authority.

NGA will consult and represent the views of far more governors, be it individually, through their governing body, or through their local association. NGA will provide one strong voice and one port of call for all governors, giving governors a high profile national membership organisation.

Bichard Enquiry - Safer Recruitment online training for Governors
The Bichard Enquiry Report published in June 2004 recommended that:

· Head teachers and school governors should receive training on how to ensure that interviews to appoint staff reflect the importance of safeguarding children.

· From a date to be agreed, no interview panel to appoint staff working in schools should be convened without at least one member being properly trained.

Safer Recruitment is an online training course, commissioned by the DfES and developed by NCSL, in response to the Bichard Enquiry.  The aim by spring 2006 is to have one person on every interview panel who has successfully completed this training. Governing bodies should nominate the person likely to be involved in most interviews.  It is important that a member of the governing body undertakes this training.

The online training tool provides information on a safer school culture and valuable advice and guidance to strengthen safeguards against employing unsuitable people in schools. The training will help schools demonstrate that they have effective recruitment and selection processes in place.  Ofsted will be reviewing recruitment practices and schools will need to demonstrate good practice.

An online application form is available on the Safer Recruitment website www.ncsl.org.uk/saferrecruitment 

NGC/FSA Food Policy in Schools
The Food Policy Document was launched on 15 June 05 and distributed through governor support services.  We would now like to find out how the document was used and how effective you found it. See the NGC website www.ngc.org.uk and follow the links to Consultations, food policy, evaluation. Your comments would be very welcome.

Challenges for Governors

We would like to hear from governors about how the introduction of TLRs and review of staffing structure went in schools. Phone, email or write to the office with your views. 

Are you ready for the next challenge: extended schools?  The NRT (in conjunction with NGC, NASG, NCOGs and ContinYou) is preparing a guide for Governors which should be ready early in the New Year – watch the NGC website for details. 
The Steer report

The Steer report on behaviour and discipline has been widely welcomed by headteacher and teaching unions, Ofsted and governors. We wait with interest to see how the proposals are implemented.   A briefing paper will be available on the NGC website in the New Year.

The Education White Paper

NGC has provided written and oral evidence to the Education Select Committee on the White Paper. A detailed briefing for NGC members on the White Paper is now on the website.  It can be found in the Consultations and Policy Section/Briefing Reports.     

Building Schools for the Future


Building Schools for the Future (BSF) is a new approach to capital investment in school buildings.  It is intended to provide all secondary schools with 21st century facilities over 10-15 years from 2005. Governors are key stakeholders in the BSF programme and need to be involved in the project teams.  To aid governors in their role, 4Ps (the local government association’s project delivery specialist) has produced a guidance document.  The document can be downloaded from their website via the attached link.

http://www.4ps.co.uk/Home.aspx?PageID=7.0.2&ctl=PubsDetails&PubsID=135
Who’s Who in NGC
Chair: Neil Davies 
Vice-Chairs: Judith Bennett and Clare Collins

CEO: Jean McEntire 
 HYPERLINK "mailto:Jean.McEntire@ngc.org.uk" 
 Consultations and Policy Officer: Gillian Windass

All are contactable by e-mail at ngc@ngc.org.uk
National Governors’ Council

Lonsdale House, 52 Blucher Street, Birmingham B1 1QU

Tel: 0121 616 5104    Fax: 0121 616 5105

www.ngc.org.uk     email: ngc@ngc.org.uk  

The National Governors’ Council is a Registered Charity (Reg. No. 1070331) and a Company Limited by Guarantee (Reg. No. 3549029).  Reg. Office: c/o Challinors Lyon Clark, Guardian House, Cronehills Linkway, West Bromwich, West Midlands B70 8SW
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