Early Years Sub Group

20th May 2010

Funding Formula Update
Dec 2009 - last EYSG.
Following consultation, it was agreed to proceed with:

· base rate of £3.80,
    supplementary:-

· sessional rate  of £0.10,

· EYPS leadership rate of £0.30,

· QTS (under TP&C) leadership rate of £0.90,

· disadvantage rate based on number of children attending the setting (up to £0.75),  

· quality lump sum based on improving OFSTED judgement or retention of good or outstanding
Also agreed to cap increases at 10%.
Dec 2009 – DCSF announcement to postpone the implementation unless local authorities succeeded in bidding to become a pathfinder.
Jan 2010 – County Council notified that it would not be a pathfinder but County Council, allowed, under existing regulations, to proceed with implementation for PVI sector only from April 2010. Implementation of EYSFF for maintained sector in Kent postponed until April 2011.

Feb 2010 – funding formula used to calculate hourly rates for 2010-11 using January census data for EYPS, QTS and type of provision (i.e. sessional or non-sessional). Disadvantage factor based on children attending the setting in calendar year 2009. Decision taken not to cap increases.
24 Feb 2010 – letter sent out informing providers of new rate. PVI providers with QTS on census return asked to confirm if under TP&C otherwise will be assumed to be not and will therefore receive EYPS. 
February\March 2010 (and ongoing!) – feedback on hourly rates:

· why doesn’t my setting receive the sessional rate?

· what is meant by sessional?

· why doesn’t my setting receive any disadvantage factor?

· when will we receive the quality lump sum?
· I think I completed the census incorrectly and should not receive the EYPS supplement!

March 2010 – maintained providers provided with EY budgets based on January headcount (i.e. no change to previous year’s calculation). They are also notified of what their funding would have been under the EYSFF – to prepare for the implications of revised rates and actual participation
March 2010 – agreed that CFE Finance would take over responsibility for the PVI payments (budget and actual payment). Management Information are to retain data collection responsibility.

April 2010 – agreed to stop current practice of paying identified SEN pupils a maximum of 12.5 hrs regardless of hours taken up. Specific funding available through SCAG (Severe and Complex Accessibility Group) via EY SENCO, to be increased by amount previously paid out under the stopped practice.
April 2010 – interim payment made based on new hourly rates.
May 2010 – cross checking of EYPS data (census vs ASK), 65 providers have confirmed that they should not be in receipt of EYPS and their rates have been revised.
May 2010 – general election, change of govt., what will this mean for EYFE and the funding formula? 

20th May 2010 - EYSG 

May 2010 – settings that qualify for the quality lump sum to be informed. To be based on judgements in calendar year 2009 (up to £250k across approx. 200 providers).
May 2010 to January 2011 – review of the EYSFF, looking at:

impact of existing supplementary rates, e.g. sessional,
the possibility of introducing a flexibility factor,
the use of census data – what are the alternatives?

possible changes to the counting and payment arrangements,
preparing for maintained sector providers.
