Free Entitlement Project Working Group (FEWG) update
	Achieved areas of work:
	2 Year Old Pilot:

· Jobcentre Plus provided full postcodes of eligible families to enable identification of locations involved – children’s centres and providers.

· Monitoring documentation for childcare providers and children’s centres approved by FEWG

· Leaflet to be provided to parents drafted for feedback from FEWG

· Briefings / information sharing for those involved in delivering pilot - Children’s centre managers – 24 June
Extended hours for 3 & 4 year olds:
· 197 providers located in 25% most deprived areas (LSOAs) were contacted at end of March to invite involvement in Phase 1 (Sept 09). 156 providers are participating. 

· As not all invited in Phase 1 wished to participate, a small additional number of providers were contacted in June to offer additional hours from January 2010 (or September 2009 if they prefer) as Phase 1B.  30 providers are also participating from September 2009.
· Total number of settings participating = 186

· Maintained sector working draft guidance issued to all Phase 1 & Phase 1B participants (based on discussions at meeting)
· Process for claims & payments with MIU agreed and issued

Both

-    Briefing pack as signed off by FEWG issued to stakeholders on CD 
· Information now available on Kent TrustWeb including FAQs. The list of participating providers will be available here soon: http://www.kenttrustweb.org.uk/Children/early_years.cfm


	Current areas of work:
	2 Year Old Pilot:

· Data from Jobcentre Plus being analysed 
· Providers and children’s centres will be contacted directly if they are located in areas involved
· Working draft framework in development with social services ref Children’s centres (outreach) & family support (including VCS)
Extended hours for 3 & 4 year olds:
· Revised leaflet for parents in draft - to be sent by end of term to all Phase 1 & Phase 1B providers for distribution to parents whose children attend or are considering attending their setting



	Upcoming areas of work:
	2 Year Old Pilot:
· When family support and childcare availability is identified, contact with families to be made by letter & leaflet, followed up by outreach from children’s centre teams
Extended hours for 3 & 4 year olds:
· Phase 1B providers willing to participate from Jan 2010 to return forms by deadline of 23 October 2009.
· Provider focus groups planned for spring 2010 to identify good practice
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