Autism Outreach Service for Dartford East, Dartford West, Gravesham and Swanley.
Provision of Outreach:
Early Years and KS1:   Milestone School. Specialist School for Cognition and Learning. The outreach team consists of one autism outreach teacher (0.1) and one full time autism outreach assistant.
KS2: Langafel Primary School- Lead School for Primary

        Longfield Academy – Lead School for Secondary
KS3 & 4: Longfield Academy – Lead School for Secondary
Early Years-KS4 Ifield SMILE, Ifield Special School- Specialist School for Communication and Interaction

Outreach support can only be accessed through Local Partnership Meetings (Education Forum/EBR/PBR/NPM) for pupils at school, although some referrals come direct from county panel and the statutory assessment procedure. Pupils in pre-school settings can only by referred by the pre-school advisors from the Specialist Teaching Service.
Aims of the Service

· To offer support and advice to schools, pre-schools and families and provide information about the nature of autism spectrum disorders.

· To support inclusion placements for young children with autism spectrum disorders by assessing the ways individual children are affected, and the resultant impact on their learning and ability to cope within the school or pre-school setting.

· To write reports as called upon by Pre-School and Local Authority Assessment Services.

· To liaise with appropriate professionals to ensure smooth transitions for pupils between settings and key stages.
· To develop confidence and trust in the service to support pupils, their families and supporting professionals.

· To promote an ethos of respect and support for pupils with autism spectrum disorders.

· To empower settings to be able to employ a variety of strategies to support and meet the needs of children with ASD.

Criteria for referral

1. Child has a diagnosis of ASD or (for young children) is waiting for an appointment at the Joint Assessment clinic to confirm diagnosis AND

2. Child is unable to access the curriculum in the setting.

      OR

3. Child is exhibiting behaviours that are challenging either at school or at home.
In schools and pre-school settings who have accessed intensive outreach help in the last few years we would expect basic visual supports to have been introduced and kept in place- For example
1.  Use  of  a visual timetable 
2.  STAR charts filled in and acted on for children with behaviour issues
3.  A visual reward system
Organisation of Outreach Support.
Once autism outreach support has been agreed at local partnership meetings LPM (i.e. Education Forum/EBR/PBR/NPM), the relevant service will contact the current provision and make arrangements to visit the pupil in the setting. 

There needs to be a ‘2-way’/contract relationship to outreach support.  We want to enable settings to develop confidence, understanding and knowledge about ASD.  In this way staff can support the child who has been referred and other children they may work with in the future. 
To enable outreach support to be successful, a commitment to communicate between the setting, the advisor and parents is vital. The requirements of outreach support are: 
1) The autism outreach advisor will meet with the teacher, teaching assistant and SENCO after observing the child in class, to discuss the particular difficulties and agree strategies.  This needs to be organised when making the arrangement to visit.  It will be necessary to speak to staff before observing the child. 
2) During the initial visit as much information as possible is gathered about the strengths and needs of the child. As part of the observation process, the outreach advisor will take account of the setting, environmental factors and needs of the other pupils and staff. This ensures that a balance is struck and that advice is practicable and relevant to the particular issues of individual cases.
3) After the observation there will be a confidential meeting lasting up to 30 minutes where the outreach advisor will make suggestions, discuss the child’s IEP and together with the school staff set targets based on the child’s difficulties highlighted at the local planning forum and other difficulties observed. These will be marked on the checklist of strategies given to the setting. These targets will be regularly reviewed, evaluated and updated by the outreach teacher in consultation with the class teacher, SENCO and other relevant professionals.
4) The outreach service can provide whole staff training through a staff meeting where required. This is to improve the capacity of the whole school to support the individual child and to build confidence in supporting other children.  It is important for the SENCO and at least one member of the senior management team to attend this staff meeting.  The staff meeting would focus on

a) Anxiety in children with ASD and the need to reduce the overall level of stress in school.

b) The difficulty children with ASD have with processing spoken language – and the need to use visual supports.

c) The need to see situations from the child’s perspective.

5) Pupils accessing outreach support who do not have Statements of Special Educational Need specifying outreach support, will remain active on the relevant caseload for one year. After this time settings will be required to access further support through LPM. Children who do have autism outreach detailed on their Statement will continue to receive ongoing support according to need.
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