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Positive parenting strategies/skills.


Promotion of maternal mental health.


Early interventions for conduct and emotional disorders.





Step 2:  Skills for Safe Connected Individuals & Relationships 





Links abuse experienced in childhood with use of future violence and/or substance misuse.  





Focuses on developing emotional and social skills to form trusting relationships with others to help understand how certain actions can harm themselves and others by:


Building emotional intelligence – promoting emotional well being in schools.


Development of skills for respectful relationships.


Violence prevention skills – making links between different forms of violence and abuse.





Step 3:  Create Safe Green Connected Communities





Living in communities where people feel fearful and distrustful of others affects 
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Department of Health - Framework for Violence and Abuse Prevention





The Framework for Violence and Abuse Prevention published in December 2008, outlines the impact of violence and abuse upon health and inequalities.  It takes a life-course perspective in understanding why violence and abuse happens and makes links between the different forms of violence and abuse. It also provides an evidence-based framework for the best areas to intervene to prevent violence and abuse from occurring in the first place.





The framework is based upon the following four steps: 





Step 1: Ensure a Positive Start – Connecting Families 





Identifies that adverse childhood experiences e.g. child abuse, domestic abuse, parental separation, parental substance misuse, increase the risk for children and young people experiencing further violence or abuse and/or perpetrating violence or abuse.  





To combat this requires: 
































This newsletter is meant for agencies and practitioners who work with those affected by domestic violence in Kent.





We hope to keep everyone in touch with the good work that is going on in Kent already as well as pass on any useful information or ideas.





All contributions are welcome, so if you have any news, ideas, suggestions, to share with colleagues in different agencies or in a different part of Kent, then don’t be shy, contact Alison to get your news into the next edition of the newsletter.





Please be aware, articles in this newsletter may not be representative of the views of the Kent & Medway Strategy Group and readers are encouraged to explore any topics raised themselves to verify any information given.





Editor:


Alison Gilmour


Kent and Medway Domestic Violence Co-ordinator


01622 650455


alison.gilmour@kent.pnn.police.uk
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people’s ability to participate and be fully active in their communities.  Living in a place where people belong, value and trust each other benefits individuals, families and communities.





The Framework identifies that safe green spaces have multiple social benefits, e.g. improved mental well being, increased physical activity, as well as increasing overall perceptions of safety, so advocates:


Engaging young people in the development of green spaces and promotion of social cohesion.


Creating safe green spaces in urban areas.


Creating safe urban environments.





Step 4:  Working Together for Safer Communities





Considers the responsibility of statutory agencies to identify those at risk of experiencing or perpetrating violence or abuse, and the need to intervene early to prevent further harm, provide treatment when appropriate and refer to relevant agencies.





Early intervention has the potential to improve health, educational, social and economic outcomes for those involved.  Therefore there is a need to:


Establish systems to identify and manage violence and abuse.


Share data to inform local strategic action.











Share individual data with partners when risk is  


      identified. 


Refer and treat substance misuse problems.





Other topics also covered within the Framework are:


Economic cost of violence and abuse.


Understanding why violence and abuse happens.


What works in preventing violence and abuse.





To read the Framework in full follow link below:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_091772" ��www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_091772�








CPS Findings on Forced Marriage and ‘Honour’ Crime Pilot





On 1 July 2007, the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) implemented a pilot project to identify and monitor forced marriage and so-called ‘honour’ crime cases. 





The aims of the pilot were:


a) To identify the number and pattern of cases.


b) To identify issues facing prosecutors in accurately identifying, managing and prosecuting these cases


c) To inform the development of any national guidance and training for prosecutors.





The pilot ran until March 2008 in four CPS Areas: Lancashire, London, West Midlands, and West Yorkshire. 





(continued on page 3)








Feedback: Kent and Medway Domestic Violence Strategy Group Conference November 2008





Following the conference, 62 delegates returned evaluation forms.  





Overall Experience:


50% of respondents rated the conference as excellent.


32% rated it as good.


No one rated it poor.





Speakers:


All speakers received good average satisfaction ratings from respondents following their inputs.


Karma Nirvana (Forced Marriage and Honour Based Violence) and  Laura Richards (Stalking) received the highest average satisfaction scores, 4.0 and 3.9 respectively out of a maximum satisfaction score of 4.





Most Commonly Suggested Topics For Future Events:


Perpetrator focus.


Honour based violence.


Harassment and stalking.


Children and young people.


Substance misuse links.





If you would like to receive the brief conference evaluation report email:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:alison.gilmour@kent.pnn.police.uk" ��alison.gilmour@kent.pnn.police.uk�

















�
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conviction were most often due to victim and/or witness concerns.  This reflects the importance of further development of work to support victims and witnesses in these cases.





Cases were more likely to be completed at the Crown Court rather than the Magistrates’ Courts – seven out of 10 successful cases ended in Crown Court.





All defendants were male in the pilot cases. One of the key issues in relation to defendant profile was the tendency for individuals to be aged under 35 years old.  Three defendants were aged 10 to 17; just under a third (10 of 33) aged 18 to 24 and just over a third (12) aged between 25 to 34 years old.





Findings from the pilot reflected previous research on ethnicity breakdown, with the majority of defendants stating their ethnicity as Pakistani, Bangladeshi or Indian.  Although two were recorded as “White” due to the ethnic classification codes used, one was from a minority ethnic community.





The pilot identified 35 defendants and 33 victims.  A particular characteristic concerned the number of occasions where there was more than one defendant and more than one victim.  This pattern differs from domestic violence, generally, where often there is one defendant with one victim and more rarely, whole families will be victims.





Offences were more often than not committed with the domestic violence situation in terms of the relationship between victims and defendants, however, it was not unusual for extended family members, such as cousins, or individuals outside the family, to be involved in these cases (either as victims or defendants).





In the pilot data victims were almost 





(continued on page 4)














During the pilot in total, 21 out of the 35 cases identified between 1 July 2007 and 31 March 2008 were finalised at the time of data collection.  





Of these 21 cases:





18 cases were flagged as so-called ‘honour’ crime.


Two cases were flagged as a forced marriage and a so-called ‘honour’ crime


One case was flagged as forced marriage.


All 21 cases were also flagged as domestic violence cases.


11 cases were identified as cases with one or more vulnerable or intimidated witnesses.


None of the 21 cases were flagged as a disability hate crime, a religious incident, rape, child abuse or a homophobic incident


One case (a so-called ‘honour’ crime case) was flagged as a racist incident.





Of the 21 cases finalised at the time of data collection, 10 ended in a conviction or, in other words, a successful outcome.  In nine of these 10 cases the conviction followed a guilty plea.  The remaining case resulted in a


conviction after trial.





An unsuccessful outcome was returned in 11 of the 21 finalised cases identified in the pilot.  Six were unsuccessful due to victim or witness difficulties; two were due to the prosecution being unable to proceed because an essential legal element was missing from the case; two cases resulted in an acquittal; and one case was recorded as


unsuccessful for ‘other’ reasons. 





The key findings from the report include:





On the whole, prosecutors in the pilot areas accurately identified forced marriage and so-called ‘honour’ crime cases.





The data indicated that the majority of those cases that did not result in a 
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The Power to Change manual provides a programme of education and support in a group setting to women who are, or have been, in abusive relationships.  The manual also gives detailed information about how to set up such support groups safely including checklists for facilitators, who have a central role in making the sessions safe, supportive and inclusive. 





The manual has been tested through consultation with practitioners and service users across five countries.  It is a resource for specialist staff working in existing specialist services for victims of domestic and sexual violence across Europe, as well as relevant specialists with expert domestic violence knowledge working in statutory and other organisations, such as health and social care. 





The manual was funded by the European Commission’s Daphne initiative.  Women’s Aid joined together with NANE in Hungary, Associazione Artemisi in Italy, MTÜ Naiste Varjupaik in Estonia and Associacao de Mulheres Contra a Violencia in Portugal to create this resource that draws on their collective experience. 





The manual can be downloaded for free from the Women’s Aid website or a printed copy ordered from them for £10:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.womensaid.org.uk/domestic-violence-articles.asp?itemid=1841&itemTitle=Guide+to+running+support+groups&section=00010001002200370001&sectionTitle=Articles%3A+domestic+violence+services" ��www.womensaid.org.uk/domestic-violence-articles.asp?itemid=1841&itemTitle=Guide+to+running+support+groups&section=00010001002200370001&sectionTitle=Articles%3A+domestic+violence+services�








Teenage Domestic Abuse





Bliss magazine in partnership with Women’s Aid carried out a survey in September 2008, which found that approximately 1 in 5 Bliss readers have been physically hurt by someone they were dating - and for sixteen year old girls, this goes up to 1 in 4. 





The survey also showed that nearly a 





(continued on page 5)








equally likely to be male or female.  It is important to note that most ‘honour’ crime revolves around a relationship with a woman, who may herself suffer harm, within a situation of male family control – this was substantiated in the pilot cases. In nine (out of 20) case files there was more than one victim – in most of these instances the secondary victims were men, victimised because of their relationship with the woman victim.





Securing the provision of expert witnesses for use in cases was raised as one of the areas where prosecutors reported generally lower levels of confidence.  One option for future consideration is the need for a specific expert witness familiarisation programme.





Although the use of appropriate interpreters that were not known to the victims was raised in the guidance and the training, prosecutors still referred to examples illustrating inappropriate uses on behalf of the police.





It was suggested that there should be follow-up to the guidance and training, with regular links between specialist prosecutors and other prosecutors, and enhanced publicity and communication around so-called ‘honour’ crime and forced marriages in order to heighten awareness.





To read the report in full, follow the link below:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.cps.gov.uk/publications/docs/findings_from_cps_pilot_on_forced_marriage.pdf" ��www.cps.gov.uk/publications/docs/findings_from_cps_pilot_on_forced_marriage.pdf�








Power To Change





‘Power to Change’ is a new resource to help victims and survivors of domestic violence that has been developed with partners from Europe.  It is a practical guide to running support groups and self-help groups with victims and survivors of domestic violence.
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quarter of fourteen year old girls have been forced to have sex or do something else sexual they did not want to do by someone they were dating.





The survey was published in the January edition of Bliss and a summary should soon be available from Women’s Aid.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.womensaid.org.uk" ��www.womensaid.org.uk�





� HYPERLINK "http://www.blissmag.co.uk" ��www.blissmag.co.uk�








Kent and Medway Domestic Abuse Good Practice Protocols: Working with Young People in Schools and Community Settings





Attitudes are established early in life, it is therefore vital to equip children and young people with the skills, knowledge and attitudes to enable them to:





Recognise the difference between a safe relationship and a potentially abusive one;


Know how to help themselves, a friend or someone else in danger of domestic abuse;


Resolve conflict through negotiation and co-operation;


Base relationships on respect, equality and trust;


Understand the role of different agencies;


Understand the law and how it can protect victims and hold abusers to account.





The Good Practice Protocols are aimed at agencies (voluntary and/or statutory) who are, or plan to be, working in school settings delivering lessons on domestic abuse, to promote consistency and good practice in this work across Kent and Medway.   





The Protocols cover a range of topics including:





Definitions of domestic abuse


Research findings





Relevant networks and partnerships


Risk assessment


Evaluation measurement


Recommended resources


Sample lesson plans





If you are delivering domestic abuse work in school settings we encourage you to sign up to follow these protocols.  The following organisations have signed the protocols so far:











Sample job descriptions


Relevant networks and partnerships


Risk assessment


Evaluation measurement


Recommended resources


Sample lesson plans





If you are delivering domestic abuse work in school settings we encourage you to sign up to follow these protocols.  The following organisations have signed the protocols so far:





Rising Sun Domestic Violence Project


Kent Safe Schools


Family Action Sheppey


North Kent Women’s Aid (formerly DGWA)


Tic Toc Training


Action For Children (Dover)





All organisations that sign up will be acknowledged with the ones above in the next newsletter.





If you have not yet received the protocols and/or want the sign up document that goes with them, then contact me using the email address below.  





Email:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:alison.gilmour@kent.pnn.police.uk" ��alison.gilmour@kent.pnn.police.uk�








Kent and Medway Freedom Programme Good Practice Protocols





The area programmes that have now officially signed up to follow these protocols produced for those who are operating Freedom Programmes are:





Sheppey 


Canterbury


Dover* 


Folkestone


Thanet


Ashford


Gravesend


Tonbridge & Malling


Maidstone


Tunbridge Wells


Whitstable and Herne Bay


Medway





(continued on page 6)











KENT DV FORA NEWSLETTER                          6





Dartford


Sittingbourne


Faversham





* Dover are now running the Impact programme in the place of the Freedom programme.





If you are involved in the operation of a Freedom Programme and have not yet received a copy of the protocols and the sign up document that goes with them, then contact me using the email address below.  





All programmes that sign up will be acknowledged with the ones above in the next newsletter.





Email:  


� HYPERLINK "mailto:alison.gilmour@kent.pnn.police.uk" ��alison.gilmour@kent.pnn.police.uk�








Croydon Integrated Domestic Violence Court (IDVC) Pilot





The IDVC was set up as a pilot to bring together cases with a criminal element and 


concurrent Children Act or civil injunction proceedings at Magistrates’ and Family 


Proceedings Court (FPC) level.  It built on the existing Specialist Domestic Violence Courts (SDVCs) and American models with the aim of providing a more integrated approach to domestic violence involving ‘one family one judge’ or ‘one family one judicial team’.





Only five cases proceeded through the court during the first year, while expectations had 


been of perhaps 75 cases during the 18-month fieldwork period.  Given the small number of cases proceeding through the IDVC, the research team found it was not possible to assess effectively whether the aims of the pilot had been fulfilled. 





Recommendations included:





Establishing quantitatively a need for the court.


Improving understanding of the procedures.
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North West Kent: Gravesend and Dartford


John Britt


01474 337195


john.britt@gravesham.gov.uk








West Kent : Sevenoaks, Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells


Temp contact:


Ailsa.paton.tchg.org.uk








Maidstone and District:


Ian Park 


ianpark@maidstone.gov.uk








Medway:


Contact:


medwaydaf@aol.com





Swale:


Laura Jobson


01795 429007


home-startsitt@btconnect.com





Canterbury and District:


Sari Sirkia-Weaver


01227 472050


sari@homestartcanterbury.org� HYPERLINK "mailto:h.langley@btopenworld.com" ��











Thanet:


Joanna Wainwright


01622 696595


joanna.wainwright@kent.gov.uk








South East Kent: Dover and Shepway


Sue Webb


01304 211925


sue.webb@kent.gov.uk








Ashford:


Sandra Branchett


01233 610526


sandra.branchett@casasupport.org.uk





Domestic Violence/Abuse Forum Chairs:








Next edition expected in April.





At the present time this newsletter is only available electronically.





If you would like to be added or removed from the distribution list please e-mail Alison:





alison.gilmour@kent.pnn.police.uk





Provision of lay advocacy support.


Management improvements.





To read the evaluation report and initial recommendations regarding the IDVC, follow the link below:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.justice.gov.uk/docs/evaluation-court-croydon.pdf" ��www.justice.gov.uk/docs/evaluation-court-croydon.pdf�








Kent and Medway Domestic Abuse Training Pack





In partnership with the Kent Safeguarding Children's Board and Kent and Medway 


Safeguarding Adult Protection Committee, the Kent and Medway Domestic Violence Strategy Group have produced a training resource to address consistency issues and quality check the training that is delivered on domestic abuse across the whole of Kent and Medway.


 


The training pack includes training chapters on:





Overview and Dynamics of DV


Adult Victims and DV


Children and Young People and DV


Perpetrators of DV


DV and Substance Misuse


Specialised Needs and Issues


Civil and Criminal Laws


Multi-agency Roles


Domestic Violence in the Workplace


What Health Professionals Need to Know About DV


Domestic Violence and the role of Education


12. Domestic Violence - Housing and   


      Benefits





If you are thinking about commissioning training are would like to receive details of those trainers authorised to use this pack, as well as further information on the content of the topics available please email your request to Alison.





Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:alison.gilmour@kent.pnn.police.uk" ��alison.gilmour@kent.pnn.police.uk�








