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29th September 2009 

Fleetdown Junior School.

1. Welcome and Introductions
The following people introduced themselves: -

Nick Fenton (Dartford West LCSP Manager)

Susanne Watson (Educational Psychologist)

Mandy Fischer (Dartford CAF Administrator)

Cathy Leigh (Team Manager and Specialist Teacher for Behaviour)

Jane Rowland (Specialist Teacher for Communication and Interaction)

SENCOs/Incos 

2.Family Action

Amanda Wright (Project Manager for Family Action) introduced herself and outlined the work undertaken by Family Action. Family Action literature was available for SENCOs to take away with them. 

3. Transition (KS2/KS3)

Cathy Leigh highlighted various transition initiatives that were available within Kent. She distributed a questionnaire, which was discussed in groups. (There was one questionnaire for Primary Schools and another for Secondary Schools). Several people provided feedback on practices within other areas e.g. transition practices in Bexley, The Tree Jumping project at Longfield Academy. 

· Actions – 

· SENCOs present did not feel that it would be appropriate to complete a detailed questionnaire on Transition.

· The Transition Forum - as piloted in East Dartford - would not be used in West. Instead the Transition Working Party would investigate piloting a simplified process. 

· A Transition Information Form will be sent to all Primary Schools. This will help us to both identify and support the pupils most vulnerable to transition at the end of Key Stage 2. It will be based on a previously used form that was successfully used four years ago.

· Once the most vulnerable pupils are identified the Partnership will look towards planning (and finding funding for) discreet transition projects..

· Schools not familiar with the ASK Transition Project can find details on Kent Trust Web - see Zytarg Project.
4. Lead School Implementation Project

Marlene Morrissey (County SEN Manager) and Suzanne Wilkins (Professional Lead for Physical and Sensory Service, The Specialist Teaching Service) gave a presentation on Lead Schools and their role. This presentation is available on Kent Trustweb (www.kenttrustweb.org.uk)

For reference, the following schools have Lead School status in North West Kent

	Lead School
	Primary
	Secondary

	SpLD
	West Kingsdown Primary
	WEC

	Autism
	Langafel Primary, Longfield
	Longfield Academy 

The Nick Hornby Centre, Meopham (subject to confirmation)

	Speech and Language 
	York Road Junior School, Dartford
	Hextable Comprehensive

	Hearing Impairment
	Fleetdown Infant and Junior, Dartford
	The Leigh Academy, Dartford

	Visual Impairment
	Raynehurst Primary, Gravesend
	Dartford Grammar (Boys)

	Physical Impairment
	Raynehurst Primary, Gravesend
	Thamesview School, Gravesend. 


It was emphasised that Lead Schools could not be directly contacted for advice or training. The mechanism for obtaining their support was through Education Forum. 

5. SENCO Training Day. (15th October 2009). 

Cathy Leigh reminded SENCOs about the planned training day. The take up was

good and there were only a few spaces left. 

6. BEAM

Jane Rowland asked for an update on BEAM. Some schools said that they had not yet had their packs. She asked whether schools wanted her to organise another training opportunity. There was a positive response to this. 

Action – Jane Rowland to organise another BEAM training session. 

7. AOB

Dates of next SENCO Fora

Tuesday 9th February 2010

Tuesday 8th June 2010.

Venues to be arranged. 

Future Speakers

An Occupational Therapist to discuss activities/programmes to develop fine motor skills. 

Action – Jane Rowland to contact Occupational Therapy. 
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