[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]




Dear Colleague
Re: Meeting The Needs of Muslim Pupils  During the Month of Ramadan 
This year the Islamic month of Ramadan began on Saturday 22nd August and will end with the festival of Eid Ul Fitr on either Sunday 20th September or Monday 21st September 2009.  As the Islamic Calendar is lunar, with 29 or 30 days in each lunar month, it is not possible to predict the exact day when Eid ul Fitr will be celebrated.

During the entire month of Ramadan, all adult Muslims, except those who are unwell, will fast during the hours of daylight. This means they will not eat or drink between dawn and dusk. At present, sunrise is around 4.00 a.m. and the sun sets around 8.00 p.m. 
Most Muslim children in schools observe the fast. Students in secondary school may fast every day for the whole month of Ramadan. Some pupils in Primary school may fast every day, but many may fast a few days in the week. It is not uncommon for 6 or 7 year olds to fast on some days.
An online resource providing guidance for schools is available at http://www.mcb.org.uk/downloads/2006RamadanSchools.pdf
If you need any further assistance or support in meeting the needs of Muslim pupils in your school, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely

Zareena Girach
Coordinator
Dartford REMA
	Dartford REMA


	(Raising Ethnic Minority Achievement)





Phone: 	01322 272111 ext 158


Fax: 	01322 222500


E-mail:	� HYPERLINK "mailto:zgirach@wec.kent.sch.uk" ��zgirach@wec.kent.sch.uk�


Date:	3rd September 2009





Wilmington Enterprise College


Common Lane


Wilmington


Dartford


Kent


DA2 7DR





� HYPERLINK "http://www.kent.gov.uk/" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.kent.gov.uk/homecontent/kcclogo.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����








