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Holidays

Welcome back to all of you who have been enjoying summer holidays-for those still to have them, please do so quietly as I am extremely jealous!! I am writing this having just returned from a blissful holiday in Portugal and Spain, including a short break in Seville which my family soon discovered is named the ‘Oven of Europe’ for good reason!! 

Reorganisation

More sensible temperatures have been welcome but even more so have been the efforts of the England cricket team, which some commentators are suggesting might help herald the end of the recession!!. Although it is somewhat worrying if economic stability really is so fragile that it can be determined by relatively minor sporting success, any financial ‘green shoots’ have come too late to prevent the radical restructuring within KCC that is needed to ensure the required savings of £16.2m over the next two years. This has already resulted in a new senior management structure being announced, including the arrival of  Martin Baker as the Interim Director of Learning. Martin will be attending the next Dartford Headteacher meeting on October 14th. 
All aspects of CFE business will be looked at over the next three months. The overall intention remains the strengthening of integrated services and improving the focus on outcomes so it is even more essential that we move forward positively with the LCSP priorities and delivering the outcomes as set out in our 2008-2011 plan. 
New Arrivals in Dartford West
Despite these challenges there are some very exciting developments in Dartford West and some new personnel to assist us.
Welcome to Sue Haywood who has taken over as the Team Manager for the newly located Children Social Services duty team now based in Sevenoaks. We will all need to ensure that we support Sue and her team over coming months.  The huge increase in the number of referrals for investigation  is a challenge as well as the new Ofsted arrangements- which include unannounced visits of Duty teams

Mandy Fischer has taken up the post as acting Common Assessment Framework (CAF) Co-ordinator for Dartford and who is already doing a sterling job in trying to oversee the smooth introduction of the process within the locality. Marie Daubney will be assisting Mandy two days per week in the role of CAF administrator
The Dartford Bridge Community Primary school has literally opened its doors under the guidance of the new Headteacher, Ms Sam Crinnon.  All the best to Sam and her small team on taking things forward over coming weeks and years.
I am also delighted to welcome Susanne Watson who is taking up post as the new Education Psychologist within the Dartford West LCSP team.  
It is also really pleasing to see the continued growth of the Adolescent Resource Centre (ARC) based in Essex Road Dartford. The Centre covers both Sevenoaks and Dartford localities, reflecting the changes within Children Social Services   Under the leadership of Sharon Simpetru the social work team is expanding fast with an establishment of 2 qualified social workers and three assistants. Also we welcome Jacqueline Allison as the new Family Intervention Worker. Other posts based in the team include a .5 Drug and alcohol worker, a sexual health outreach worker and a Youth Intervention Support Worker  
Dartford Children Centres

These are now firmly established across Dartford. Indeed a recent visit from Together for Children resulted in extremely positive feedback re the efforts being made to improve Language development as well as the increased take up of free nursery entitlement. Further development  will be overseen via the Steering Committees for each centre that meet on a bi-monthly basis.

Events

Two significant ones this term are the
Dartford Festival of Light Celebrations

Cohesion Plus in partnership with North West Kent Racial Equality Council and the Dartford East and West Local Children’s Services Partnerships have organised a Festival of Light which will take place on the early evening of Friday October 16 between 6.30pm and 7.30pm.    The festival will officially launch the Dartford Indoor Mela week which celebrates the diversity of Dartford through music, food and dance which will climax at the Mela itself on October 24.

The Cirque de Normandy

The circus is coming to town offering all children and families in Dartford West a wonderful opportunity to learn new skills and have fun during the October break.

The circus will be based at Temple Hill Primary School and all children and families are invited to attend a workshop to learn a circus skill.

Please do use this website to advertise the many events that are happening in Dartford West. 
If you have any queries, Rachel will be happy to assist. Please contact her on 01732 525092 or rachel.hill@kent.gov.uk
