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June 2009, BLOG No.2

As the summer seems to be threatening to make an appearance I thought it timely to remind you of some of the exciting things planned within Dartford West LCSP over the coming weeks as well as updating you on recent successes and challenges.

 

Launch Event 

Firstly, if you have not already done so please make a note in your diaries for the Launch of the Local Children and Young Person’s plan event to be held on the 18th June. If you have not received an invitation already please do look on the website at: www.kenttrustweb.org.uk/Clusters2/cl_dartfordw_news.cfm
or contact Rachel Hill (rachel.hill@kent.gov.uk) for further details. 

Now that the plan is finalised, work has started on the detailed action plans that will sit under each of the six priorities. These will be discussed at various meetings and events over coming weeks and will be regularly updated on the website at: www.kenttrustweb.org.uk/Clusters2/cl_dartfordw_lcsp_plan.cfm
Multicultural Resource Fair

The previous week, June 11th, is the date for the multicultural resource fair to be held at Riverside, Gravesham. This is an event aimed at helping support schools in continuing to promote best outcomes for pupils with English as an additional language but I am sure it will be of interest to many of you who work with young people from minority ethnic communities. It is worth attending just to see the Talking Pen in action! Details are on ‘News & Events’ page.
Events Calendar

If you want anything advertised or notified across Dartford West please do put it on the above page of the LCSP website. Rachel would be more than happy to assist with this.
Lisa Robertson

Hopefully many of you will already be aware that Lisa has now taken up her position as a Senior Social Worker seconded to support the LCSP for one and a half days per week. One of the main aspects to her role will be to improve communication between Schools and Children’s Social Services (where she will still be based). She is already chairing our Partnership Based Reviews and will also be offering support to Parent Support Advisers.  Lisa will continue to support the many parenting programmes that are now offered throughout North West Kent - if you have not already seen the details of these, they are available on the ‘News & Events’ page or contact Steve Sherrell at (steve.sherrell@kent.gov.uk). 
Emotional Well-Being

This is a key priority for the LCSP which will be supported through a range of initiatives - some already in place and some in development. Discussions are ongoing as to how we can best continue to ensure young people access appropriate support at the earliest opportunity currently provided via a variety of means, including counselling services within all local schools. 

Also, the first meeting has taken place of a group looking at ensuring that   
Personal, Social Health and Education (PSHE) is delivered effectively across our secondary schools, in readiness for the proposal that it will be a mandatory part of the curriculum. Notes from the meeting will soon be available on this website.
Common Assessment Framework (CAF)/Integrated Working
As many of you will be aware the summer will herald the formal introduction of the above within Dartford West. This hopefully will not be too radical a departure from existing processes such as Partnership Based Review, which already largely meet the CAF requirements of a Single Point of Access (SPA) for services of children with identified extra needs. Cathy Leigh, Sue Gates and myself have been working closely to try and devise a system that makes sense to Dartford West. We will be helped by the appointment of a CAF co-ordinator as well as an administrator - both of whom it is planned will work across Dartford East as well.     

LCSP staff and other colleagues continue to be supported in looking at ways in which they can work more closely together to form the required children’s workforce. We are being assisted in this work by Anne Christina who attended the last LCSP Board to update on proposals for taking this forward. Details, including photographs of the LCSP joint working day with colleagues on Dartford East will soon be available on the website.
Rosalind Turner 
As you will probably be aware the new Managing Director (CFE) has taken up post and she too has taken up blog writing and you can find her initial effort at: 

http://knet2/directorates/children-families-and-education/news-and-events/cfe-news/rosalind-reflects. As can be seen she is keen to find out more about the partnerships and hopefully she will be joining us on the 18th June so that should be a great opportunity for you to meet her if you have not already done so. 

And Finally

Please may I urge as many of you as possible to use and contribute to the Dartford West LCSP with any news/events you want promoted, information you wish to share or comments you would like to make. Although still in development it really should become our ‘flagship’. There is already considerable information on the site - including details of workers within the partnership, minutes and agendas from the LCSP Board and its subgroups and much much more.
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