Nick Fenton – Dartford West LCSPM - March 2009
BLOG No.1
Welcome to my first ever ‘blog’! I hope to complete one of these at least six times a year-probably to broadly coincide with the start of new school terms.  I will use the space to update on key developments across all children’s services in Dartford West. So what has been happening?

Partnership Development

Members of the Dartford West Board spent time developing our Partnership work on 11th and 12th February. This gave a useful opportunity to consider some of the constraints to Partnership working, overcoming assumptions and identifying solutions. We agreed some informal targets for the Partnership in terms of what we would like to see in place by March 2010. A summary of the discussions and notes is available on the ‘LCSP Board Minutes & Agendas’ section of this website.
Feedback from members of the Partnership Board regarding the day has been extremely positive, especially in terms of building trust and understanding in our work together and developing our knowledge and appreciation of one another's organisations.

Dartford West Local Children and Young Person’s Plan 2009-2011

This is now out for final consultation prior to publication and launch planned for June. Work is already well underway in respect of the 6 priorities with Action Plans being developed at pace. A copy of the plan and the consultation questionnaire is available on the ‘LCSP Plan’ section of this website.
Teens and Toddlers

Some of you will have attended the very successful celebration event held on 5th February at Wilmington Enterprise College. This saw young people from local schools who have completed the Teens and Toddlers course receive their certificates-it was a very heartening event. Hopefully the project will continue to go from strength to strength within Dartford West. 
MyPlace
This is really exciting news as YMCA Thames Gateway have successfully bid for a significant amount of Government funding that will see a brand new youth provision in the heart of Dartford. This will include high specification buildings and multi-agency provision including youth clubs, music studios, café and much, much more. Hopefully this will all be ready by January 2010.
Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHEe) 

This features in at least two of our 6 priorities that underpin our plan. Secondary Headteachers agreed at their meeting on 25th February to the establishment of a steering group that will drive this agenda forward. Details of the proposed group are available on the ‘Useful Documents’ page of this website. If you would like to contribute to, or have some questions please do contact me in the first instance.

Looked after Children

Welcome to Jane Denne who has taken up post as LAC Mentor for Dartford West. She is based at Wilmington Enterprise College but her role is to cover all LAC who are pupils in Dartford West schools. Her main task is to enhance provision by working directly with referred LAC in primary and secondary schools and to address learning issues. 
Healthy Children
We have been fortunate to obtain £5,000 from Choosing Health monies to supplement Partnership monies that will fund an Innovative Playground Project with a Health and Fitness Objective. Further information on the project is available from Maggie Smith on maggie.smith60@hotmail.co.uk
Children’s Safeguarding- Everybody’s Business
Following a successful morning held at Swan Valley School in late January attended by schools, children’s social service colleagues and representatives from the police and health service it is hoped that a new post will be created that will seek to improve communication and understanding across all agencies. More details to follow soon.   
Parents Voice in Dartford

A hugely successful event was held at Acacia Hall on March 5th where Dartford parents were given an opportunity to find out about many of the resources and services that are available locally as well as see a variety of presentations, including one on Internet Safety which was very well received.  Although formal evaluation has yet to be completed I received one e-mail today which stated the following

‘Saw you at the SPLENDID exhibition yesterday, but you were meeting and greeting. Really thought it was first rate. I made some really useful contacts…  to my mind - a superb delivery of Government funding and needs to be rolled out elsewhere across Kent’
Congratulations to Lynda and everyone involved.
Dates for the diaries (Further details on the ‘News & Events’ page)
Communicate in Print Workshop – 12th March 

Aiming High for Disabled Children ‘Fun Day’ – 21st March 

ASD Workshops – 11th & 18th March

Kent Freedom Pass, School Seminar – 18th March, Northfleet Technology College 

Primary Modern Foreign Languages Course – 26th March

ASD Workshops – 14th & 21st May 

Multicultural Resource Fair – 18h June, Riverside Children’s Centre 
