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Cranbrook and Paddock Wood 
Local Children’s Services Partnership
Early Years Newsletter 

Spring 2010
Hello, Happy New Year!
Hope you all had a restful Christmas and that any new children you have this term have settled in really well. Hopefully the weather hasn’t disrupted the start of term too much and that it will start to feel a bit warmer soon.
Communication Friendly Spaces

The launch and celebration event was well attended in November and feedback from everyone was excellent. It is now nearly time for the next round of training and hopefully we will have every PVI setting and school trained by the end of March and that this will continue to have a huge impact on children’s speech and language and wellbeing. Please let Barbara know who will be attending from your setting as soon as possible if you haven’t already done so.
Training

By now you should all have the latest ASK training brochure…. so make sure you check what’s going on and book as soon as possible, training is cancelled if not enough people book and you wouldn’t want to miss out. New for this term is training on schemas and there is further training on Letters and Sounds. All course information can be seen online at www.kenttrustweb.org.uk?asktraining 
Child Protection workshops for all members of staff will continue to be held 3 times a year and advertised by flyers in the usual way, the next of these will be on 30 March.

Health Visitor News

The Cranbrook Health Visitors are involved in lots of groups and activities at the Children’s Centre and the Health Visitors based at Paddock Wood are to begin providing some similar services which will be moved into the Paddock Wood Children’s Centre when that is established.

Childcare Development Officer News
Amanda and Louise are hoping to hold workshops for settings about issues such as committees, policies and procedures, service level agreements and business and finance – look out for more information about this soon.

You should by now have received your Capital Grant information pack. It is suggested that you get your orders in as soon as possible and don’t forget to order your free sensory pack.

If you have any queries about this please contact Jacqui.gouldson@kent.gov.uk or nick.lewsley@kent.gov.uk 

SENCo News

Little Dolphins – Drop in

This is a drop in aimed at families who have children aged 0-5 who have special educational needs or families who have some concerns about their child’s development and would like to speak informally to one of the many professionals who attend these sessions.

We have a rota of professionals from Specialist Teaching Service, Portage, Health Visitors Service and Parent Support Advisors. We can signpost families to further agencies and support groups as appropriate.

Please feel free to come along to these sessions if you would like to give families from your settings support. Could you please let Joanne know if you would like to come, on 07917 454170.

The groups are held at the Cranbrook Children’s Centre;

Monday 18th January 1:30 – 3:00pm

Monday 22nd February 1:30 – 3:00pm

Monday 22nd March 1:30 – 3:00pm

There are refreshments available. Please could families ring the children’s centre if they would like to attend on 01580 713296

Small Talk 

This is a group for parents who have children 0-4 years old who are experiencing difficulties with their speech and language development. Small Talk consists of six sessions which will focus on a different aspect each week ranging from speech and language development, tips to help children with their speech and language, play activities and tips on behaviour.

The sessions will be held at the

 Paddock Wood Children’s Centre:

 The Wesley Centre, Commercial Road, Paddock Wood, Tonbridge, Kent , TN12 6DS   

Please could you ask families to ring the Cranbrook Children’s Centre to register on  01580 713296

Wednesday 24th February 9:30 – 11:00

Wednesday 3rd March 9:30 – 11:00

Wednesday 10th March 9:30 – 11:00

Wednesday 17th March 9:30 – 11:00

Wednesday 24th March 9:30 – 11:00

Wednesday 31st March 9:30 – 11:00

Early Years Drop – In 

The SENCo Drop-Ins will now be renamed as the Early Years Drop – In’s, as we would like to open these sessions to everyone who would like to attend. 

The next session will be Monday 1st February at the Cranbrook Children’s Centre 1:00 – 3:00pm 
In this session 1:00 – 2:00pm: we will be looking at the SPARKEYS transition project in more depth with Sarah Jackson (PSA) 

2:00 – 2:30pm: CAF Update with Elizabeth Bull CAF Co-ordinator

2:30 – 3:00pm: AOB – if you would like to share ideas or have any queries please let Joanne know before hand.

Monday 29th March at the Cranbrook Children’s Centre 1:00 – 3:00pm

In this session we will be having a talk from Claire Ray on Safeguarding children in respect of making sure health needs are appropriately met in settings. 

If you would like to attend any of these sessions can you please let Joanne know on 07917 454170
Pre School Teacher SEN

Sue Holder joined the Cranbrook and Paddock wood team in November 2009 taking over the role from Diana Keeble. Currently Sue has one day a week for this role.

The main responsibilities of her role are;- 

· Supporting individual children with special educational needs.

· Consulting and supporting parents with their children’s needs.

· Supporting settings and advising staff on strategies to promote inclusion, involvement and wellbeing.

· Support the completion of paperwork.  This remit allows her to support the completion of IEP’s, the statutory assessment process and funding issues.

· Facilitating multi agency meetings and utilising advice received.

· Supporting children with the transition process into Pre School and then into School.

· Attending Early Support meetings and Team Around the Child meetings.  

Jo Patterson, Early Years SENCO remains responsible for supporting settings with the early identification of special needs and the early implementation of appropriate strategies and support programmes. She will also support you with your training needs. 

Once an individual child needs more specialised or individually tailored support a referral to Sue would be considered, if parents are in agreement, via PC1 and 2. Again Jo will support you in this.

Sue is looking forward to meeting you all and working together to ensure that the five outcomes of “The Every Child Matters” agenda are met.

Sue’s contact details are:
tel: 07825 013351

email: susan.holder@kent.gov.uk
SPARKEYS

SPARKEYS is a new project which will ensure that children and their families are supported through the transition from Early Years Settings to Primary School. Research has shown that many parents/families find this stage of their child’s life stressful.

We aim to do this by Early Years Settings and Health Visitors identifying and referring children/families that may experience difficulties with the transition to Primary School. We can offer support and guidance to those families referred. Also we can help parents/carers to establish positive links with their child’s Primary School.

I will be attending the next Supervisors Lunch in January to discuss SPARKEY’s further. However, if you have any queries, in the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact Sarah Jackson (Parent Support Advisor) on 07833 232684.

Libraries

Baby Bounce sessions are held at Cranbrook Library 01580 712463 10.00-10.30 every Wednesday
Story Time is held at Cranbrook 10.00-10.30 every Thursday and at Paddock Wood 9.30-10.00 every 2nd and 4th Friday of the month.

Children’s Centre News

Cranbrook Children’s Centre
Those of you who have families who fall into the catchment area of the centre will be aware of all the exciting groups and activities that take place there. The centre staff also go out into the community to run activities and now have their people carrier which helps support isolated families in the area. The Centre’s current programme is attached to this newsletter.
Paddock Wood Children’s Centre

A new Phase 3 Children's Centre will be open at The Wesley Centre, Commercial Road, Paddock Wood from Monday 11th January 2010. Phase 3 will complete the national and local rollout and mean that every child in Kent will have access to children's centres services by the end of March 2010. The Children's Centre will be developed in partnership with health and employment service partners to improve the well being of children and reduce inequalities between them. A range of services will be delivered at the Wesley Centre around existing provision and at satellites in the catchment area to maximise access and benefits to families. Outreach services will be provided for isolated parents/carers and children at risk of social isolation. As we are sharing the Wesley Centre building with the Citizens Advice Bureau the Children's Centre will begin by delivering services at the Wesley Centre for 3 hours per day. A list of times and activities will be coming soon! Please contact Cranbrook Children's Centre for further details.
Safeguarding
Safeguarding training is advertised in the ASK brochure. Please remember that the designated person needs to update their training every two years. Safeguarding/Child Protection workshops are held three times a year and flyers are sent out by e mail from Barbara. All staff members need to attend one of these workshops every three years. Further dates for this year are 30 March and 20 May, details of times and venues will be sent out nearer the time.
Supervisor’s lunch

We will be holding a supervisor’s lunch on Monday 25 January 12.30 at Cranbrook Out of School Club, which is just behind the Children’s Centre. As usual this is a chance to meet up with other managers and supervisors and multi-agency staff working with settings. At this lunch there will be a chance to hear about SPARKEYS, the transition programme and the new Paddock Wood Children’s Centre, amongst other things.
Look forward to seeing you soon.

Useful Contact Details

Barbara Hall  Early Years Advisory Teacher   07917 038205 

                                                       barbara.hall@kent.gov.uk
Amanda Bailey  Childcare Development Officer   07824 347912

                                                      amanda.bailey@kent.gov.uk
Louise Rodrigues  Childcare Development Officer   07554 456941
                                                      louise.rodrigues@kent.gov.uk 
Joanne Patterson  E Y SENCO           07917 454170

                                                       joanne.patterson@kent.gov.uk
Sue Holder  Pre School SEN Teacher   07825 013351

                                                       susan.holder@kent.gov.uk
Sarah Jackson   Parent Support Advisor   07833 232684
                                                       sarah.jackson@kent.gov.uk 

Cranbrook Children’s Centre      01580 713296

Libraries                                     www.kent.gov.uk/libs 
