Activities suitable for new arrivals and absolute beginners

These activities are most useful for pupils in KS1 and KS2, but some may also be of use for KS3 where pupils have had little or no previous education, or are literate in a non-roman script

Remember

· Coming to a new country is a huge change for a child. Your new pupil may be very scared or very sad – or even completely baffled.

· New pupils will tire easily and may need “time out” or extra play opportunities

· New pupils will probably be reluctant to speak for several weeks – or even months

· New pupils may already have many skills in place

· Everything is a learning experience

· Every pupil is different – and each one will react differently to this new and challenging experience

Letter formation and direction

General pencil control activities – colouring, drawing, “Fine Motoring”, handwriting programmes and practice sheets

Sequencing activities

Pattern-making, pictures from the class activity or topic, “Order! Order!, LDA cards etc

Listening activities

Listening for specific words during “teacher talk”, story tapes, Clicker 5 to hear topic words, Clicker ORT CD-ROM which “reads” books to pupils etc.

Computer programmes
Early matching, letter recognition, number, shape, sequencing, phonics, games for hand-eye co-ordination, etc. 

“Pilote” to teach basic English, and Clicker 5 to support almost anything.

Computation

Four rules – or anything else the pupil is able to do! Use worksheets, old workbooks, defunct schemes and cards, computer programmes– anything you have available

Story-telling and recounting events

Either using the pupil’s first language, or in pictures. Captions can be added by you/the pupil/your TA – anybody!

Early reading and writing activities

Some pupils will already be literate, and will only need to transfer the skills they already have into English. Others may have no literacy skills and will need to start from the beginning with pre-reading activities. Most will move more quickly through the stages of acquiring literacy than monolingual learners who are struggling with this aspect of the curriculum, so be careful about feeding new arrivals into Special Needs groups – although some of the same resources will be useful. Remember that comprehension will take longer than learning to decode.

Resources such as Easylearn Phonics, Fuzzbuzz and some of the PNS materials are useful. Workbooks may need some adult participation as the pupil is unlikely to know all the vocabulary involved (they therefore double as vocabulary-learning exercises). Tape-recording in advance may be a useful ploy and not very time consuming.

Vocabulary building

Requires adult input, but 5 minutes a day soon bears fruit. Try using Usborne First Hundred Words to build early vocabulary e.g. colours, numbers, body parts, furniture, food, toys, clothes, places, animals, people etc (where is the …? There is the…!) This can then develop to introduce prepostions of place. Clicker 5 is a useful tool for pre-teaching key topic vocabulary. Also try games with other children – Picture Bingo games, adapted so that the child has to name the picture before they “win” it are good. These can also be made to cover key topic vocab. 

Puzzles and games – played collaboratively with a fluent English-speaker and good role-model or  friend whenever possible

Jig-words, jigsaw puzzles, picture lotto (see above) snakes and ladders (count out loud), dominoes, Guess Who, Battleships, Mastermind, Happy Families, Snap (numbers, letters, pictures, words, ordinary? Pairs (numbers, letters, pictures, words, - anything you like) any educational games you may have in school. It may be necessary to adapt the rules to make naming things part of the game. Making matching games to pre-teach and re-enforce topic vocabulary is particularly valuable, and may benefit other pupils as well.

Group activities

Joining a group engaged in a speaking and listening activity, joining a group engaged in a writing or reading activity, joining a group engaged in a practical activity – art, science, music, p.e., cooking, construction, acting  etc. Even children who have very little spoken English, or are reluctant to speak, can have a role in a group task – particularly if another child demonstrates to the pupil what the group want him/her to do or say.

Joining the normal work of the class

Even a new arrival can do something. Adapt the work so that it is possible to respond in pictures, using charts, through mime, in the child’s first language (even if the teacher can’t mark it!), using a writing frame, with a partner who will do the writing or speaking, any way you can think of. There are good ideas for alternatives to writing in the Literacy Strategy Special Needs folder. 

· If the child does not seem to understand what you want him/her to do, demonstrate.

· Use pictures to support the child’s understanding.

· Use gesture and mime to support the child’s understanding.

· Get a work-partner to demonstrate and explain what is required

Useful resources

LDA picture cards – everyday objects, opposites, pairs, body parts, prepositions, verbs, tense sequences, what’s wrong? What happens next?

Computer programmes – especially talking programmes and interactive ones. Clicker and Widget are particularly useful

Easylearn photocopiable books

Hounslow Language Service resources (often photocopiable, some free, others very cheap)

Picture word books – Dorling Kindersly is especially good

Picture dictionaries – especially Oxford

Bilingual dictionaries

Commercial activities books

Websites – GTCE Achieve network and DfES Stabdards site both have links to other useful sites. Also look for web-based dictionaries and single word translation, and EMA sites generally

Dual-language story books

KCC’s Ethnic Minority Library service (based at Kings Hill) will lend books

Embassies and tourist offices

YOUR PUPILS AND THEIR FAMILIES

