Towards a Learning Platform – Brief Summary – March 2008

Virtually all schools now have networked, broadband access that enables pupils and teachers to access information and resources within the school. 

The challenge now is to extend the school's network so that it offers access to learning resources, online storage and tools for communication and management not just within school, but from outside it too, through a learning platform.
Legislation
· The Government's e-strategy sets the expectation that:

· by spring 2008 every pupil should have access to a personalised online learning space with the potential to support an e-portfolio (provided by their local authority) 

· by 2010 every school should have integrated learning and management systems (a comprehensive suite of learning platform technologies).

Kent’s Response

· Kent advice regarding Learning Platforms is to wait! Don’t rush out and buy right now. 
· The first DfES target that schools are looking at is for students to have a personal online space by August 2008. Ideally Kent want schools to buy their learning environments after they have been integrated with the KLZ so that all schools can communicate and collaborate with each other regardless of which VLE they individually choose. 
· The KLZ meets the Government 2008 target.

