KITCHEN CLOSURES


There is a legal requirement for schools to provide a meal of the required nutritional value to all pupils entitled to a Free Meal and also any paying pupil who wishes to purchase one. A cold meal could meet these requirements but is not recommended by the School Food Trust.

Alterations to existing room:-

The school will be responsible for any structural and building works. This may include provision of new changing room, wash hand basins, cleaning material storage etc. The school should also be aware that there must be reasonable access for catering staff and also delivery of meals, it may not be suitable to trolley the meals through the school. The Authority might pay for disconnecting equipment and arranging removal but the school will be responsible for capping off and terminating any of the services and making good floors, walls etc. They will also be responsible for moving or installing any electricity, gas or water or other services to supply relocated equipment, this could also include relocating sinks etc.
Staffing
The school would be responsible for any redundancy costs in the kitchen that resulted from lower staffing requirements. It is also possible that there could be transport charges if staff decided to relocate to another kitchen. Since there are legislative requirements relating to the staff’s terms and conditions of employment, schools are strongly recommended to consult their personnel provider at the start of any negotiations.

Meal Costs
The school will be responsible for any additional meal transport costs until the end of the contract. This could be very expensive, over the remaining terms of the contract. If the school requires a substantial change to the menu that either costs more or reduces the profit element they could be liable for this as well.

Terminating the Contract
Schools are committed to the full term of the contract which ends in August 2011. If a school still insisted in coming out of the contract they would have to take delegation of their catering budget and also need to find an alternative provider for the meal service. The contractor would also be able to make a charge for the estimated loss of profit for the remainder of the contract.

Client Services

Nov 10

