[image: image1.jpg]Children, Families & Education Directorate

m In partnership with m




	
	
	Fostering Services

Kroner House

Eurogate Business Park

Ashford

Kent TN24 8XU



	
	Direct dial
	01233 652109  

	
	Ask for:
	Teresa Vickers

  

	
	Date:
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Dear Foster Carer, 

 

Monitoring of Absences from School & Dental Check Ups
 

Hopefully you have all received a letter and a form (attached) asking you to notify us if the young people you care for are absent from school due to any type of exclusion, or if they have been absent from school for more than five days for any reason. 

You should also be aware that because of the high number of days lost by our young people particularly in Years 9, 10 and 11, we have been piloting a system to monitor and track their attendance more closely.  This has been pursued by a weekly telephone call by an administrative assistant from within the Policy & Performance Unit, based at Sessions House, Maidstone to each foster carer of every Kent Looked After Child in these year groups. The pilot project is still continuing.

As well as school attendance, there is currently a lot of concern for the large number of our Looked After Children who appear not be receiving regular dental check ups.  An agreement has therefore been made for the monitoring process in place regarding school attendance to be extended to include information regarding dental check ups for all of our Looked After Children aged from 4 years upwards. For those young people in years 9, 10 and 11 this will be gathered during one of the weekly telephone calls you already receive, so you will not be contacted twice.
As foster carers you will be asked to provide information on:

· whether the child/young person you are caring for is registered with a dentist;

· when the child/young person last received a check/up or is one booked; 

· if the child/young person has not had a check up within the last 6 months, and if there is no check-up planned, you will be asked to explain the reasons why this is so.

Concerns relating to school attendance and/or dental check ups will be fed back to the relevant social workers so that they can discuss the issue with you, and seek to resolve any difficulties.

Yours Sincerely
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Bill Anderson

Director Children’s Social Services

