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Supporting people from a care background in higher education:
 Financial Support
Academic Year 2006/07
From September 2006 the package of student support available depends on whether students are considered ‘new system’ or ‘old system’ students. Young people entering HE this year will be considered ‘new system’ students unless:

· they have taken a gap year and received confirmation of their deferred place by August 2005

· started the course prior to September

· transferred from a previously started course or
· were not able to take up a place because of A-level results which they have successfully appealed against and are starting in 2006 instead.

Tuition Fees
From September 2006, universities and colleges of higher education in England can charge up to £3,000 a year for courses. The amount charged may vary between courses, as well as between universities. Check the UCAS website or the university’s prospectus. Young people will need to be supported in applying for a Student Loan for Fees. The Student Loans Company will pay the fees direct to the university. 

Maintenance Costs

Student Loans for Maintenance are available to help with living costs such as accommodation, food, clothes, travel and so on. Like the loans for fees, interest is linked to inflation. See the DfES ‘Guide to financial support for higher education students’ for loan amounts. (Copies held by each 16plus team)
 ‘New system’ full-time students from lower income households will be eligible to receive a new (non-repayable) Maintenance Grant which is worth up to £2,700 a year. The actual amount they will be entitled to receive will depend upon their household income. The majority of care leavers will be entitled to the maximum grant based on a household residual income of less than £17,500. This grant will be paid in three installments, one at the start of each term. Those students who received a Maintenance Grant will have the amount of Maintenance Loan reduced by up to £1,200.
Bursaries
Universities and colleges wishing to charge more than £2,700 a year for a course will be required to provide additional non-repayable financial support, such as bursaries, to students on these courses who are receiving the full £2,700 Maintenance Grant.  What this means is that students who receive the full Maintenance Grant and are being charged the maximum fee of £3,000 a year will receive at least £300 a year in additional financial support from their university or college. This may take the form of a bursary or some other type of financial help. The type and amount of financial help will depend on the university or college. 

Some students may be entitled to more than this. Advice should be sought from the university or college that they wish to attend. The DfES guide suggests a typical bursary for 2006/07 will be around £1,000 for those students receiving the maximum maintenance grant and on a course charging the full £3000.
Special Support Grant
A new Special Support Grant is being introduced for new students who start their course in September 2006 and who are eligible to receive Income Support and other means-tested benefits such as Housing Benefit. This will generally be lone parents, other student parents if they have a partner who is a student and students with disabilities. It will cover additional course costs such as books, equipment, travel or childcare that result from attending the course. The amount of support, the income assessment arrangements and the payment arrangements are the same as for the new Maintenance Grant. New students who are receiving the Maintenance Grant, existing students and gap year students will not be entitled to receive a Special Support Grant. 

‘Old System’ Students
‘Old system’ students will be charged tuition fees of up to £1,200. Care leavers can apply for a grant to cover all of their fees.

Those full time students who started their course in 2004 or later are still eligible for the Higher Education Grant.
All Students
All students can apply for a loan for maintenance.

All students can apply for a Childcare Grant if they are studying full-time and have dependent children in registered and approved child-care. They can also apply for a Parents’ Learning Allowance and Child Tax Credit.

The Access to Learning Fund is available through HEIs to provide help for students on low income who may need extra financial support for their course and to stay in higher education.

More specifically the fund:

· Can meet particular course and living costs which are not already being met from other grants;

· Can help if students are in financial hardship;

· Can provide emergency payments for unexpected financial crises and 

· Can help students who may be considering giving up their course because of financial problems.

Care leavers are considered a priority for help from the Access to Learning Fund. Payments are usually given as grants and do not have to be repaid, although sometimes they may be given as short-term loans. The college will also decide whether to pay in a lump sum or in installments.
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