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Case Studies

1. A Year 3 pupil with acquired brain injury

He had an accident on a quad bike and sustained severe brain damage.  He was transferred to the regional centre for brain injury at Tadworth.

The school referred and the service visited the pupil, his family and the school.

Home tuition was provided when he was able to return home.

Training was given to the school staff to prepare for his return, about the learning and care implications of his injury.

Liaison with all other relevant professionals was facilitated for the school and parents with the additional expertise in the service.

The pupil gradually returned to school in year 4 with continued service support.

He is now at School Action Plus and there are still regular reviews of his needs and progress.

Detailed transition planning is beginning for secondary transition.

2. A girl with Crohn’s Disease Year 8

The nature of her illness is such that overall her attendance is only 25%.

This is not equally spaced and there are long spells of absence followed by periods of almost full attendance.

The service will provide home tuition ‘as and when needed’ to maintain her continuity of education and support the school.

3. A boy with mental health needs Year 9

The pupil was unable to leave the home (agoraphobia).

The school referred and the service provided home tuition when agreed as appropriate by CAMHS.

When pupil well enough to move outside the home and with the planned agreement of CAMHS, then tuition gradually moved to the base (East Kent).

Tuition at base increased gradually.

School informed and included in all planning.

Current plans include him staying at the base to do GCSEs.

4. A Year 8 pupil with Agoraphobia/School Phobia

Gatland Education

A Year 8 pupil was bullied at school.  The pupil stopped attending and eventually became housebound (Agoraphobia/School phobia).

The EWO referred the pupil to CAMHS for an assessment and also the West Kent Hospital School Service for Home Tuition.

The Pupil and family had regular therapy sessions at CAMHS which were beginning to address some of the separation issues but the pupil was still very isolated.  CAMHS referred the pupil to Gatland Education.

In the later part of Year 9 the pupil began to re-integrate back into their mainstream school for child development lessons with support from Gatland LSA.

During the spring term of year 10 the pupil had a Careers Interview with the Connexions advisor.  It was agreed that a placement on the Threshold ACP would meet the pupils’ needs by providing some work experience as well as continuing to work towards GCSEs.

Once again a careful reintegration program was set up where the pupil spent some time at Gatland and some at Threshold.  At the end of Year 10 the pupil was ready to leave Gatland, had gained confidence in the use of public transport and therefore more independent, and had made a friend!

Eventually the pupil managed to go back to the mainstream school for Child Development lessons accompanied, completed a period of work experience at a Children’s Speech and Language Unit, and received the PUPIL OF THE YEAR AWARD at Threshold.

5. A Year 2 pupil with Leukaemia

A Year 2 pupil was referred to the service from a London Hospital following a bone marrow transplant.

He had reduced immunity so was tutored at home for six months.

When the hospital cleared him as well enough, he gradually with the support of his tutor, returned to school.

6. A Year 9 girl with epilepsy

The pupil has been supported on mainstream school for many years, where her mother wanted her to stay.

The service were involved in helping the school to write a care plan, and facilitating staff training/awareness raising.

At transition planning for KS4 the parent was looking for special school placement.

Following multi-agency consultation it was agreed for a split placement between mainstream and the local secondary school.
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