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Kent Guidance for Managing Diabetes in School
Background

Pupils life expectancy is extended, quality of life enhanced and complications reduced when a prescribed treatment plan is in place.

Goal

To ensure that pupils with Diabetes in Kent schools are safe and able to reach their full potential a robust framework of care is provided.

Legislation
This Act requires schools to make suitable adjustments to prevent discrimination against pupils that have a disability.

Diabetes is defined by the Act as being a disability and therefore pupils with diabetes cannot be discriminated against regarding:

· Admissions to schools

· Exclusions

· Access to education and associated services

For example, a pupil cannot be excluded from a school visit or sports for a reason related to their diabetes/disability.

The duties of the Act (Senda) guarantee that schools plan for the admission of pupils with diabetes.

Therefore the school’s Disability Access Plan could include:

· The intention to recruit staff with a medical background;

· The intention to train staff to meet the needs of prospective pupils with diabetes.

The Disability Discrimination Act 2005
The above act requires the Disability Equalities Duties to be implemented by schools as follows:

· Schools should promote equal opportunities between their disabled pupils and other pupils.

· To promote positive attitudes towards disabled individuals.

· To take into account the disabled persons disabilities, even when this means treating the disabled pupil more favourably than their non-disabled peers.

These requirements should be set out in the schools Disability Equality Scheme.  This could include plans such as:

· Improve equality for both pupils and staff with diabetes.
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Addressing specific issues around pupils and staff with diabetes.

Policy on Managing Medicines
Pupils needing medication in the school day should not be at a disadvantage.  Procedures should be in place, to ensure that a pupil needing medication during the school day has access to this medication and if unable to administer it themselves, assistance should be made available.

The Medicines Act 1968
This sets out the way that medicines are prescribed, supplied and administered.  It states that anyone may administer a prescribed medicine to the third party with consent, as long as it is within the prescriber’s instructions.  The administration of a prescribed-only medicine by injection may be carried out by any person who has received appropriate training.

The Children Act 2004
The Act establishes a duty on local authorities to make arrangements to promote cooperation and integration between all agencies involved with children, therefore improving their well-being.

This integration of services is defined as the Children’s Trust.  Their aim is to make measurable improvements in the children’s lives across all five “Every Child Matters” outcomes:

· Be healthy

· Be safe

· Enjoy and achieve

· Make a positive contribution

· Achieve economic well being

The Education (School Premises) Regulations 1999

All schools are required to have an appropriate room made readily available for use for medical examination, treatment, caring of sick or injured pupils.  This room must not be teaching accommodation or a toilet.

Staff Administering Medication Legislation

This legislation is derived from relevant information from court decisions over past years.  This is known as Common Law:

This states that staff have a duty of care to their pupils and to act as any reasonably prudent parent, ensuring the health and safety of their pupils are met.

In some circumstances this could extend to administration of medicine and taking action in an emergency.

Insurance

KCC insurance is in place to cover all staff for personal liability for the administration of insulin by injection or insulin by pump and the blood testing of the glucose levels.  Specialist Health Care Professionals including the Paediatric Diabetes Specialist Nurses will advise and train staff as necessary.  The appropriate care plan must be put in place and signed by all parties involved (see attached).

School Medicine Policy

The Head Teacher is responsible for putting in place policy and procedures for administering medicines.  Those who administer medicines should receive training and support from the appropriate Health Care Professionals.

If the school has followed the LA guidance for administration of medicines ad the care plan is in place then staff who have received appropriate, regular training will be fully covered by KCC public liability insurance.
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