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Children’s Additional Health Needs Nurses – East Kent
Referral Guidance Notes
The Children’s Additional Health Needs (CAHN) Nurses work with school age children or young people whose additional health needs are having a significant adverse impact on their school attendance.
Service Objectives

Short term Intervention is targeted at reintegrating the child or young person who has not been attending school, or has decreased attendance due to complex health needs. CAHN Nurses will:
· Work with the child, their family and the school to identify the health related barriers to accessing education

· Assist school staff to recognise their responsibilities in providing health care and a safe environment in school.

· Signpost education staff to appropriate key services or professionals who can offer support to the child within an education setting

· Support school staff by identifying appropriate training around specific clinical interventions and information relating to specific health conditions to enable the child or young person to access education
· Develop strategies in partnership with the child, their parents/ carers, and  multi agency colleagues to support the child or young persons identified health needs in an education setting
· Contribute to Child Protection conferences or core group meetings when appropriate if currently involved with the child or young person.

Access Criteria
We accept referrals from Parents, Schools, and other Health Professionals on the CAHNN referral form for:
· Children or young people with an identified health need which prevents them from accessing education. Children will either not be attending school or will have markedly decreased attendance due to their complex health needs.
We do not:
· Duplicate active services that are already involved with the child or young person.
· Accept isolated continence referrals. 

These should be directed to the Bladder and Bowel Nursing Service, based at the Whitstable and Tankerton Hospital, Tel No 01227 594633
· Accept referrals for Pre school children.
Disabled Pre –school children with complex needs should be under the care of Early Support teams and have access to a key worker; or, if they have a specific health need will be under the care of Specialist Community Children’s Nursing services. 
For further information please contact:
Specialist Nurse Advisors and Key Working Services for Pre School Children-East Kent
Tel 01227 864111, Mobile 07747473564

Children’s Community Nursing Services East Kent
Tel 01233 667871, Mobile 07773383240

Please complete the Children’s Additional Health Needs Nurses referral form and attach any additional supporting information that may be relevant.
Please ensure the parent/carer is aware of the referral and has signed the consent form.
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